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•■ . U^l. Copter’ missing in Lebanon 

AUnited Nations helicopter disappeared in 
South Lebaoou on Wednesday amid rcports it made a force 
landing east offoo port city of keloid. A spokesman said its 
three-man cnw.'aid three passengers were misaing. UN. spo- 
kesmanTmmrGoksel said contact with the craft was lost at 3:30 
P-nt, and it appeared the Jbeheopter made a forced landing bee-* 
anse-cf stormy weather renditions least of ffie'port dty of Sidon. 
There were alro tmeoafirmed reports that gunfire was directed at 
the beGcopter, which was flown by members of foe Italian con- 
tingent of die nine-nation UN. Interim Force In T ^Karv^n (UNI' 
FIL) . said GokseL Speaking by telephone from UNiHJL’s hea- 
dquarters in Sonth Lebanon’s border town of Naqoura, Goksel 
■ said the plate was on a regular flight from Beirut to Naqoura 
when it ran into trouble. 
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E. Germany confirms swap deal 

BERLIN ( AP) — East Germany on Wednesday reconfirmed that 
an East-West prisoner exchange is in the making, but a CJ.S. 
diplomat said “we were told to keep our mouths shut" about the 
pending swap. The East German Foreign Ministry said the exc- 
hange will fake place next week, but refused to disclose the exact 
time and place of foe swap. The swap reportedly has been arr- 
anged for next Tuesday on a Berlin bridge. Wednesday's sta- 
tement, foe second from East Germany in as many days, caught 
US. officials in West Berlin by surprise. Everybody's talking 
except us, “Ed Harper, spokesman for foe U.S. diplomatic mis- 
sion in Berlin, told the Associated Press. “We were told the 
original plan, but we were told to keep our mouths shut." The 
confirmation of foe exchange came in a statement read to foe 
Associated Press by an East Berlin Foreign Ministry official. 
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T: Bifid chairs 
: .' r > civil service talks 

“ «4.J. - . 

■"-r. , AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Mm. 
ister Z a id Rifai on Wednesday 
chaired foe-second meeting of the 
Royal Commission for dvfl ser- 

- vice reforms. Progress made by 
i - ..6 foe commissioo, the new civil ser- 

■ vice code and a wo rking paper 

• prepared by foe commission were 

discussed during the meetmg. The 
meeting, which lasted for three 
,L. hours, discussed avenues of cxvfl 
1 service and baric factors for its 
dtTfcd developments. 

~ Police find ‘link’ 

- in Paris bombings 

• " PARIS (R) — Police investigating 
‘■■v foe latest bomb attacks in foe 
• French capital believe there Is a 
link with me pre-Christmas bom- 
■•i bings of two large department sto- 
res, foe usually well-informed 
daffy le Monde said Wednesday. 
Two bombs exploded in 24 horns 
" — on Monday and Tuesday, one in a 

- crowd shopping arcade in the 
Avenue des Champs Elysees and 
foe other in a bookshop m the 
Latin quarter. Twelve people 
were injured and police defused 

— another bomb one and a half 
hoursbefore it was dne to explode 
,'j^ on foe . top floor of the Eiffel 
? Tower an Monday night- Le 
. Monde said investigators believed 
. . . all attacks originated in the Mid- 
. : *■ die East 

Lusaka meting 
adds to pressure 

i. «« on S Afiica 

Jlratp: LUSAKA (R) — The European 
nvr Community (EC) and’ sre-hfadc- 
raled southern Africa* countries 
have joined forces tomcrease prp- 
. Ssure.ott SoU&Afrfca to scrap its 
: - apartheid system of racial seg- 
regation. After a two-day mee- 
:1._ . ting, which British Foreign Sec- 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe said was 
*.j a signal to Pretoria, the two sides 


Africa must move swifdy to cany 
out fundamen t al reforms or face 
worsening violence. Mr. Howe 
.told journalists:- “From the rich, 
^diversity of 18 nations, we have, 
found unity around the following 
propositions: (hat apartheid most 
go , that it nmstgo soon, and that it 
must go in reality, not just in 


Ridgway in Athens 

ATHENS (R) — US. Assistant 
Secretary of State for European 
Affaire Rozanne Ridgway arrived 
in Athens on Wednesday for two 
days of talks with Greek leaders 
on Greek-US. relations, bed- 
evilled in recent years by dif- 
ferences. over Greece’s ' role in 
NATO. 

'U.N. team arrives 
in post-coup Lesotho 

MASERU (R) — A two- man 
United Nations mission to mon- 
itor political developments in 
Lesotho, where the army toppled 
the civilian government of Chief 
Leabua Jonathan last month, has 
arrived in Maseru, diplomats said 
Wednesday. The team is headed 
by Run Wiangdahl of Sweden ass- 
isted by Ugandan political sci- 
entist James Ngobi. They were not 
immediately available for com- 
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Syria vows to punish F “ 
Israel for air piracy i h 

World condemns Israeli hijacking but J 

U.S. appears to be offering justification vltyL 




By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
whh agency dispatches 

SYRIA ON Wednesday threatened ret- 
aliation for Israel’s hijacking of a Libyan 
plane on Tuesday and said Israeli air piracy 
could trigger a blow-up in the Middle East. 


. Most world nations condemned 
the Israeli action but the U.S. ajjp- 
eared to contend that the Jewish 

jrtatft-’iihtiarirfng^f thftplatw flnnld 

be justified. 

The Arab press severely con- 
■demned Israel for the hijacking, in 
which Israeli warplanes forced -foe 
Iibyan executive plane, which was 
on a flight from Tripoli to Dam- 
ascus, to land atan Isradi base and 
detained the nine passengers and 
tiiree crew for over five hours bef- 
ore allowing it continue its flight. 

faMl; which said the plane was 
suspected of carrying “people 
involved in planning attacks aga- 
inst Israel,” admitted that It faffed 
to achieve ilsobjective, but said it 
would continue such action des- 
pite the failure. 

Damascus- Radio said Israel 
could not escape punishment and 
accused the United States of fue- 
lling tension. 

-The Syrian foreign minister. 
Iferoaq AI Sbara’a, sent urgent 

messages to foe Arab League, the 

Organisation of Islamic. Conr. 
terrace (OIC) anc^ various other 
mtemationaJ organisations mf- 
orimng them of the details ctf the 
Israeli seizure of the plane and 


Syria’s stand vis-a-vis foe Israeli 
action. 

The aim of foe Israeli operation 
was the capture of one or more 
Palestinian leaders based in Dam- 
ascus, but the bracked plane was 
flymghome Syrian politicians who 
attended a conference in Tripoli. 

were AMull^^d'^Snar, ass- 
istant secretary-general of Syria’s 
ruling Arab Baa th Socialist Party. 
George Hahash, leader of foe 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP), Ahmad Jib- 
rfl, chief of the PFLP-General 
Command, Nayef Hawatmeh, 
head of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), Samir Ghoshe, leader of 
the Popular Struggle Front (PSF1 
and Saeed Musa (Abu Mnsa), 
head of foe rebel wing in foe mai- 
nstream Fateh movement of foe 
PLO, also attended the Tripoli 
conference and some of them 
were expected to fly back to Dam- 
ascus with Mr. Ah mar. Mr. Haw- 
. abseil said on Damascns Ratio on 
Wednesday that he had cancelled 
a last-minute plan to return to 
DanS&fis with Mr. Ahrn ar. 

Syria lodged a strong protest 


with the UN. Security Councii 
and urged it “take effective mea- 
sures to put an end to air piracy 
and terrorism exercised by Isr- 
ael.” But foe coundL, after a one- 
hour session Thesday night during 
which it heard the Syrian com- 
plaint, adjourned without setting a 
date for another meetmg or stu- 
dying any draft resolution. 

The Israeli delegate to the UN., 
Benjamin Netanyahu, said his 
country suspected “terrorists’’ 
were aboard the seized plane and 
that it was within its rights to have 
forced down and searched foe 
plane. 

Damascus Radio warned Israel 
on Wednesday: "To those who 
think they can play with int- 
ernational law and freedom of air 
navigation, if they think they can 
escape punishment, they must be 
living in an illusion.” 

The radio said a possible 
“blow-up in the region” could 
result fromfoe incident. It accused 
Washington of escalating tension 
by massing warships off the coast 
of Libya, making threats against- 
Lfcyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi . 

Israel came under fierce con- 
denmation by all Arab states and 
most world nations, though some 
of the latter were guarded in the 
language of the condemnation. 

Damascns -based Palestinian 
groups vowed on Wednesday to 
retaliate agamst Israel for .the bit— 
atjring and appealed -to Arab, Isl- 
amic and non-aligned countries to 
act against Israel's air piracy'. 

(Continued on page 2) 




Iraqi leader ready to improve 
relations with Syria and Libya 


KUWAIT (AP) — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein was quoted on 
Wednesday as saying that his cou- 
ntry was ready for reconciliation 
wifo Syria and Libya on condition 
they cease supporting Iran in its 
war with Iraq. 

“If Syria takes one step toward 
us we will do foe same and when it 
is ready to reestablish normal rel- 
ations with us, we wffl then be 
ready,” President Hussein told foe 
Kuwaiti newspaper A1 Qabas in 
an interview. 

The Iraqi president warned that 
a -normalisation of relations 
“would be much harder (if they 
waited Rafter the (Iran-Iraq)waris 

“The Iraqi people’s readiness to 
normalise ties with Syria and 
Libya is right now stronger than it 
wonld be if they waitforfoe war to 
end, because the Iraqis would then 
reiramber their (pro-Iranian) sta- 
nce against Iraq,” President Hus- 


sein said. 

He said he was ready to forego 
the “fact that Libyan-supplied 
missiles and militar y equipment 
were used by Iran to attack Bag- 
hdad and that Libya bad acted as a 
go-between to avail Iran of wea- 
pons.” 

- He ruled out the eventuality of 
war between Syria and Israel, but 
he stressed that “Iraq wonld not 
hesitate to side with Syria in the 
event of war” with foe Jewish 
state. 

“I do not subscribe to the idea 
that Syria would initiate a limited 
or on limited war with Israel,” he 
said. “But I believe that slri- 
rmishes could occur with a view to 
attracting (world) attention away 
from attempts by Western powers 
to arrange a settlement (to foe 
Mideast conflict) without Soviet 


Preadent Hussein said the cur- 


rent bids to solve the Middle East 
crisis “are mere political man- 
oeuvring devoid of soy real int- 
ention to score a genuine and equ- 
itable solution for foe homeless 
(Palestinian) people... these are 
only attempts to defuse the Soviet 
impact in me (Mideast) region.” 

He sflki “only pan- Arab sol- 
idarity is capable or effecting a ser- 
ious solution (with Israel) in foe 
.foreseeable future.” 

He cautioned the Arabs against 
“operating under foe impression 
that the Soviet Union can be ali- 
enated in any effort to solve the 
(Arab-Israen) conflict” 

Alluding to his visit to Moscow 
last December, President Hussein 
mM he found Iraq and Soviet 
T Ininn were “in complete accord 
on all questions we discussed... 
largely on account of our arms 
dwils and mutual political und- 
erstanding.” ; 


2 Soviets Hardliners rally 

askedto y behind Gemayel 

uo^vVI I’M .BEIRUT (AP) — Rival m3- The hostilities underi 

| ___ T+nlwr itiamen traded grenade-throwing toward a new bout of a 

ICuYv 1 Iflly ’ assaults in heavy winter rai- war following foe coO 
' ■ * nstorms across Beirut’s dividing Syrian-brokered peace 

ROME (R) — Italy has ordered a gran Hue on Wednesday. Police ued by Lebanon’s ti 
first secretary at foe Soviet cob- soldier was killed and poweifol mihtias Dec. . 


airhne Aeroflot to leave the oou- 
.ntry, official. sources. said Wed- 
nesday. 

The sources said foe two men 
bad' been declared persona non 
gram- for activities mcompatibJe 
with their status in Italy . The sou- 
rces said tins expression normally 
referred to espionage. 

■ Officials at the Italian Foreign 
Ministry refuted, to' confirm or 
deity the report. ■ 

The sources said foe first sec- 
retary at the embassy, named as 
Viktor Kopytme, . left Italy on 
Wednesday. They said both men 
hadbeeu given only a few days to 
leave. 

The Aeroflot office said its 
manager, Andrei Sbeluchin, 
’ would leave as normal at the end 
of his posting in a few days’ time, 
/y spokeswoman denied font he 
bad been ' expelled and said his. 
departure bad been arranged 
some time. ago. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Rival mil- 
itiamen traded grenade- t h rowi ng 
assaults in heavy winter rai- 
nstorms across Beirut’s dividing 
green fine mi Wednesday. Police 
said one soldier was killed and 
three civilians were wounded. 

The fighting flared as hardline 
Christians rallied . behind. Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel to thwart a 
drive by an alliance of Syrian- 
backed militias to OOSt tfac 44- 
year-old head of state. 

His admmlstration, meanwhile, 

| instructed Lebanon’s UN. mis- 
sion, to request the dispatch of a 
UN. fact-finding tram to inv- 
estigate reports that Israel was 
annexing a 30-sqoare-kilometre 
chunk, of South Lebanon, a gov- 
ernment statement said. 

The green line fi ghting erupted 
before dawn, tapered ctff at day- 
break and picked up anew at 
mid-mo ming at the old downtown 
commercial district straddling 
Beirut’s bomb-ravaged port, pol- 
ice .said. ■ 

Rival milit ia gmnmt imlgasliBd 
sporadic barrages of mortar and 
106-nun fire to cover foe hit- 
aud-ran forays in the rain-soaked 
district. But police said neither 
side made any territorial gams. 


The hostilities underlined a drift 
toward a new bout of all-out civil 
war followmg the collapse of a 
Syrian-brokered peace pact sig- 
ned by Lebanon’s three most 
powerful militias Dec. 28. 

Pro-Syrians held Mr. Gemayel 
responsible for scuttling the pact 
Jan. 15 when his loyalists crushed 
Christian rivals led by EKe Hob- 
eflra, his mam challenger for lea- 
dership of Lebanon’s Christians. 

Mr. Hobeika had jagned the 
peace accord with Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) leader Walid 
Junblatt and Shfite leader Nah* 
Beni to end the decade-old civil 
war by giving Muslims an etpial 

share ofpower with the Christians 
over a 15-year transitional period. 

Mr. Gemayel refused to end- 
orse the accord, contending on it 
maw* too many concessions to 
the Muslims, and they have since 
been demanding his resignation as 
aprecondition to halt flic civil war. 

Bishop Ibrahim Hekw, apo- 
stolic administrator of the Mar- 
onjte church and the most pow- 
erful Christian nefigioas prelate in 
Lebanon, met Mr. Gemayel on 
Wednesday and declared “oar 
u n wa veri n g support to foe pre- 
sidenfs legitimacy-” 


KING MEETS ARAFAT: HisMaiesty 

Kmg Hussein on Wednesday receives Palestinian 
lender Yasser ArafrL Hie meeting was attended by 
Prime Mfafcter Zaid Rftd, Royal Court Chief Mar- 

Libya Isra 

reports m „„ 

‘^iKnirimic’ UlOr 

SUSpiClOuS occupied 

U o (Agencies) - 

.S. moves 

TRIPOLI (R) — Tripoli Radio on fipmfoeocaip 
Wednesday reported “suspicious tr ^l 

American movements” m the • “ brought i 
Mediterranean and said the gov- expelled to th 
eminent had information sug- *nny beg 
gestmg U«S. warships were hea- ca 55 3a ^§° ^ 
ding t o w ar ds Libya. .The three, v 

The radio said two aircraft car- 800 

riers with the US. Sixth Fleet, mstsmGrarg< 
Goral Sea.and Saratoga, both of 
which took part m manoeuvres I 6 *™ 1 ® 
last week off the Ubyan coast, ntmed as Jalai 
were already “in the middle of foe Amoufo from 
Mediterranean” campofBuretj 

U5. officials sail cm Monday “ Dm a 

the carriers m^ht be sent back to uJenenL 
the area next week to resume a unenforces 
war of nerves with Libyan leader home of two 
Mnammar Qadhafi. estmians suspt 

US. Defence Department spo- tondgreoad« 
kesman Robert Sims said Tttesday foebraeh mflii 
night all but two of the 28 US. ™ army a 
warships in foe Mediterranean, wacre te an al h 
ioduding the carriers, were in port Nabluswtnchit 
in ItelyT as a getaway ] 

The exercises were conducted 
just north of foe Gulf of Sirte, da- L^tUO 
imed by Libya as within its ter- 
ritorial limits but Much Was- CAIRO (AP) 
hiogton contends lies in int- ptian negotiate 
emational waters. Wednesday on 

CoL Qadhafi drew a notional to resolve a b 
“line of deafo” across the mouth Egypt and sit 
of the g nif, 175 kilometres north rove bilateral r 
of the Ubyan shore, threatening A 14-point I 
to attack any ships or planes cro- iskra on Jan. ! 
ssing it. proposal in win 

ketdeal” receh 

Call for confermce in Cairo. 

Egypt weloo 

In another development, Arab cement to settle 
diplomats said in Casablanca that border area of 
Libya wants to hold an Arab con- international w 
ferencc on international terrorism sident Hosm N 
to (fiscnss“U3. and Israeli armed eign Minister E 
actions against Arab states.” ttid said Egypt ! 

Ubyan Justice Minister Mnftah about certam p 
Quaha made foe proposal at the formula, which 
openmg session cm Tuesday of an city. 
nrmnal meeting of Arab interior Nabu Ai Ai 
mmsters in Casablanca, they said, delegate to the 
The proposal was made before Wednesday, sa 
Israel hijacked a Libyan dvflian Israefi suggesti 
aircraft off Cyprus on Tuesday, non-bmdmgco 
The seizure has been denounced fig* 11 months 
in Arab capitals as air piracy and impose a sohit 
state terrorism. n 

Three-day Casablanca meetmg JJ8 

is attended by ministers from the “ 

21 Arab League members, except tt n ■ 
Soufo Yemen which is not rep- (J t3« 1 
reseated and Algeria which has 
sent lower-ranking officials. WASHINGTO 

Addressing the Casablanca con- Reagan has gr 
ference, Jordanian Interior Min- tqjbeat report 
ister Hassan AI Kayed con- strength, appes 
Anmed foe aitritraiy Iaaeli mca- rebels figh ting 1 
sum in foe occupied Arab ter- around the woz 
ritoris and t be occupation aut- three new initii 
horities’ violationss of foe sanctity and mtematfon 
of holy places md their Mind eye' “Iampleasec 

towaids extremist terrorist Honkt ofourunkmiss 
elements to abolish AI Aqsa Mos- ago, and grow 
que and the Dom of the Rock. day,” Mr. Rea 
“The existence of IsraeL is a ering andfonce 
basic sources of disturbing foe of foe union n 
security and stability of foe reg- session of Conj 
ion,” Mr. K^tyed said. Pointing to 

He described Syrian- Jordanian unenployment 
relations as excellent and praised oomic growth s 
the role played by Sancfi Arabia in in 1983, Mr. 
achieving Arab solidarity. “Tonight, we 1c 

Mr. Kayed also hailed Iraq and America-— fira 
its army which is repelling foe Ira- spirit, powerful 
w«n a gg ression. He stressed lor- riotism — Ac 
dan’s firm stand towards the lea-' move.” 
dership, government and people His 30-min 
'of Iraq. eiiupled 27 ti 


wan AI Qasem, Foreign Minister Taber Ai Masri 
and General fiuteffigmee Director-General Tareq 
Alaeddin (Petra photo) 


Israel expels 3 
more Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli occ- 
upation authorities on Wednesday 
expelled three more Palestinians 
from the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

. It brought to 12 foe number 
expelled to foe East Bank since 
the army began an “iron -fist” 


The three, who have not stood 
trial, were accused cf being act- 
ivists in George Habash’s Popular 
Fippt for the_ Liberation .of Pal- 
estine (PFLP). They were ide- 
ntified as Jala Azizi and Hasan AI 
Amoudi from foe Gaza refugee 
campofBuretj and Mahmud Fan- 
oun from a village near Bet- 
hlehem. 

Israeli forces sealed parts of foe 
home of two West Bank Pal- 
estinians suspected of throwing 
hand grenades at Israeli vehicles, 
foe Israeli military said. 

The army also blocked with 
concrete an alleyway in foe city of 
Nablus which it sakl had been used 
as a getaway passage for Arabs 


attacking Israelis. 

Israel Radio said on Wednesday 
two of foe expelled men from the 
Gaza Strfo were among 1 .1 SO pri- 
soners freed last May in return for 
foe release of three Israeli soldiers 
held by. a Palestmian group. 

The three were expelled after 
refusing to appeal to the Israeli 
supreme court against the exp- 
ulsion orders, saying they did not 
recognise Israeli law. 

The expulsions are in con- 
travention, to an agreement rea- 
ched befcweerTTsrael and foe Int- 
ernational Committee of Red 
Ooss (ICRC) at foe time of foe 
May exchange of three Israeli sol- 
diers for Palestinian prisoners. 
Israel undertook not to deport any 
of foe released prisoners. 

There are a number of such 
“cases” pending in Israeli courts 
over Palestinians released in the 
May exchange but most of foe 
“defendants” say they do not exp- 
ect justice in foe court and refuse 
to file appeals against expulsion 
orders. 


Prince 
Hassan 
to open 
conference 
on food 
security 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-dav 
conference .on “Food Security in 
Third World Countries” will open 
here on Saturday morning under 
the patronage of His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The two-day conference is org- 
anised tty the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF) and is expected to 
be attended tty Jordanian. Arab 
and foreign economic experts on 
Third World affairs. 

In London, Prince Hassan on 
Wednesday oontinued a dialogue 
with several managers of banks 
and economic institutions in Bri- 
tain. 

The dialogue centred on scopes 
of cooperation in the transfer of 
British technology and science to 
Jordan with special attention to 
advanced British industry. 

Prince Hassan opened the dia- 
logue on Tuesday. It centred on 
trade, scientific research and ind- 
ustrial development. 

The six-hour dialogue was att- 
ended by a Jordanian delegation 
accompanying Prince Hassan on 
his current visit to Britain. 

On Thesday, Prince Hassan met 
with British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher and discussed 
Middle East developments. Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher and Jordan's Amb- 
assador to Britain Nabih AI Nimer 
attended foe meeting. 

Prmce Hassan went to the Uni- 
ted Kingdom from Geneva where 
he held talks with officials of the 
International Labour Org- 
anisation (ILO) on the situation in 
foe occupied Arab territories and 
Israel's arbitrary practices against 
Arab- labourers under its rule. 

Prince Hassan urged the ILO to 
implement its 1980 resolution 
which provided for dispatching a 
mission to foe occupied Arab ter- 
ritories to look into foe conditions 
of Arab Labourers. 


Cairo talks open on Taba formula 


CAIRO ( AP) — Israeli and Egy- 
ptian negotiators opened talks on 
Wednesday on an Israeli proposal 
to resolve a border dispute with 
Egypt and simultaneously imp- 
rove bilateral relations. 

A 14 -point Israeli cabinet dec- 
ision on Jan. 13 embodying the 
proposal in what it termed a *' 'bas- 
ket deal” received mixed reaction 
in Cairo. 

Egypt welcomed Israel's agr- 
eement to settle a dispute over foe 
border area of Taba by binding 
international arbitration. But Pre- 
sident Hosm Mubarak and For- 
eign Minis ter Esmat Abdul Meg- 
uid said Egypt has “reservations” 
about certain points in die Israeli 
formula, which they did not spe- 

C ^Nabff AI Argbi, Egypt’s chief 
delegate to foe talks beginning on 
Wednesday, said Egypt rejects an 
Israeli suggestion that arbiters try 
non -binding conciliation for about 
eight months before trying to 
impose a solution of their own. 


Mr. Arab!, who spoke in an int- 
erview with foe state-owned wee- 
kly AI Mussawar to be published 
on Thursday, also took exception 
•to Israel's linking of arbitration 
with improved relations in such 
fields as trade and tourism. He 
said foe latter “should be com- 
pletely separate from Taba and 
arbitration,” according to an adv- 
ance copy of the magazine obt- 
ained by the Associated Press. 

The Israeli and Egyptian teams 
held an informal first meeting that 
lasted 90 minutes at a luxury hotel 
cm Cairo's western outskirts. 

Israeli embassy spokesmen told 
reporters the conferees decided to 
set up two committees, one to dis- 
cuss an agreement on the terms of 
arbitration and the other to deal 
with ways of improving relations. 

It was not clear whether the 
formation of separate groups to 
consider foe two subjects was 
merely a matter of convenience or 
in deference to Egypt’s aversion to 
foe Israeli-proposed link. 


The informal meeting grouped 
Mr. Arabi and the two senior 
members of foe Israeli team, Avr- 
aham Tamir, director-general of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres' 
office, and David Kirache, 
director-general of the Foreign 
Ministry. 

The United States, which med- 
iated the 1979 Israeli-Egyptian 
treaty and has sat in on the border 
dispute talks since they began in 
1982. was represented by Cairo 
embassy counsellor George She- 
rman and Tel Aviv embassy off- 
icial Dan Kunzer. 

An official of foe Israeli emb- 
assy in Cairo, speaking cm con- 
dition of anonymity, told the AP 
foe Israeli delegation has brought 
a detailed proposal on an arb- 
itration agreement. 

Peres said Tuesday on Israel 
Radio that the cabinet had app- 
roved wording of the question mat 
Israel wants the international arb- 
iter to consider. 


Reagan hopeful over future, says 
U.S. is growing stronger every day 


WASHINGTON (R) —President 
Reagan has given Americans an 
upbeat report about the nation’s 
strength, appealed for support of 
rebels fighting leftist governments 
around the world, and announced 
three new initiatives cm domestic 
and in ternational issues. 

“ l l am pleased to report the state 
of ouranion is stronger than a year 
ago, and growing stronger each 
day ” Mr. Reagan said to a che- 
ering audience m his annual state 
of me union message to a joint 
session of Congress on Tuesday. 

Pointing to low inflation and 
uaenployment and strong eco- 
nomic growth since be took office 
in 1981, Mr. Reagan declared: 
“Tonight, we look out on a rising 
America — firm of heart, united in 
spirit, powerful in pride aid pat- 
riotism — America is on the 
move.” 

His 30-minute speech, int- 
errupted 27 times by applause. 


was vintage Reagan — full of opt- 
imism and advice to Americans to 
reach for the stars. 

Mr. Reagan gave notice that he 
would urge Congress again to res- 
ume the military aid to Nic- 
araguan rebels it cut off last year 
and said the United States would 
give moral and unspecified mat- 
erial assBtance to Afghans opp- 
osing Soviet intervention in their 
country, Kampucheans resisting 
Vietnam's occupying forces, and 
guerrillas fighting Angola’s gov- 
ernment. 

The three new initiatives in his 
address were: 

— instructing Treasury Secretary 
James 7 Baker to determme if an 
international conference should 
be convened to discuss the role 
and relationship of world cur- 
rencies 

— instructing the Department of 
Health and Human Services to 
come up with plans for insurance 


to help Americans laced with cat- 
astrophic illness and 
— directing his domestic policy 
counci! to make recommendations 
for reorganising foe welfare sys- 
tem for poor Americans. 

Id his address, Mr. Reagan said 
foe nation remained hilly com- 
mitted to space shuttle flights des- 
pite the tragedy that overtook the 
space shuttle Challenger a week 
ago. 

Furthermore, he said, the nat- 
ion remained committed to bui- 
lding a space station and to going 
forward with research on an ori- 
ent express, super high speed 
passenger aircraft...” 
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Arab press urges retaliation for 
Israeli hijack of Libyan plane 


BAHRAIN (R) — Syria’s press led a chorus of out- 
rage from Middle East commentators Wednesday 
over Israel’s hijacking of a Libyan airliner and one 
paper called for a tit-for-tat Arab response. 


The official media in Damascus 
urged international punishment of 
Israel and accused Washington of 
complicity in the incident. 

A senior Syrian official was on 
the Libyan executive jet, int- 
ercepted on a flightfrom Tripoli to 
Damascus. State-run Damascus 
Radio pledged to avenge the act- 
ion. declaring: "This new Zionist 
crime will not go unpunished." 

The government daily Tishrin 
said: "U.N. condemnation is not 
enough. This is a dangerous thing 
because it indicates an escalation 
of the Zionist terrorist policy ... 
threatening peace in the entire 
region.” 

Qatar’s English-language Gulf 


Times said: "The Arabs should 
not blame the Americans or 
mount verbal attacks against the 
Israelis ... Force requires a res- 
ponse of force, like with tike, that 
is the only language they wfi] und- 
erstand.*' 

The Cypriot Communist daily. 
Haravghi, described the int- 
erception as “an impudent 
gangster-like action,” while the 
Socialist Ta Nea referred to the 
incident as “Israeli terrorism.'* 

In Lebanon, the Ash-Sharq 
said: “Israel behaves on the grch- 
und and in the air as if it enjoys 
international immunity. The free 
world mus t adopt a different stand 
from the one it has taken so far.” 


And Bahrain’s Akhbar A1 Kha- 
leej said : “This is a humiliation for 
the Arabs which cannot be swa- 
llowed by speeches and big 
words.” 

Egyptian newspapers, whose 
government is politically at odds 
with both Libya and Syria, fronted 
the incident. The semi-official AI 
Abram gave a full account under 
the headline “in an air piracy ope- 
ration .Israeli jets intercept a Lib- 
yan aircraft.” 

Several Arab commentators 
directed their anger at the United 
States. 

“Who is the terrorist, and, who 
is the victim,” asked Beiruf s As 
Safir. “Nobody in the United Sta- 
tes or Israel rake the trouble to 
answer the question.” 

‘The expression 1 terrorism aga- 
inst terrorism’ is what everybody 
talks about in Tel Aviv and Was- 
hington being a policy of which 


(U^i 5 resident) Reagan (Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon) Peres and 
the rest of the clique aire proud 
of,” it said. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE)Al Ittihad said:** When the 
Arabs are able to force the United 
States to pay the price of its enc- 
ouragement of Israeli terrorism., 
then we will have begun a new 
stage in our struggle to regain our 
occupied lands.” 

Another UAE daily, Al Kha- 
leej, commented: “The answer 
lies in stopping our pleas to the 
enemy to permit the participation' 
of Pales tinian representatives in a 
peace conference and dose the 
door to Washington's peace env- 
oys. 

- “It also starts by ... recognising 
America as an equal enemy to the 
Arabs as Israel ” it added (Jor- 
danian' press comments, see page 
4). 


Passenger of hijacked 


airplane describes 
ordeal at Israeli hands 


DAMASCUS (R)— A Lebanese 
aboard t 


the Libyan air- 
finer hijacked by Israel said Wed- 
nesday the plane’s passengers 
were threatened, cursed and int- 
errogated for three hours before 
they were allowed to fly on to 
Damascus. 

Omar Harb, secretary-general 
of the Lebanese Arab Socialist 
Federation, said the two Israeli 
jets which hijacked foe Libyan 
executive jet over foe Med- 
iterranean “flew so dose to our 
plane that they nearly touched our 
WHlgS.” 

After foe plane was forced to 
land at a militar y airstrip in nor- 
thern Israel, about 150 Israeli 
commandos surrounded it and 
aim«l assault rifles at foe pas- 
sengers as they disem b a rk ed one 
at a time, Mr. Harb said. 

“We were subjected to very 
thorough searches, repeatedly,” 
Mr. Harb told reporters shortly, 
after his arrival here late Tuesday. 

“ We were told to sit on foe gro- 
und with our hands over our 
heads. After about an hour and a 
hall we were taken blindfolded to 
a buiHiag hear foe anport where 
we were isolated in separate; 
loons.” he said. 

The Israelis, speaking in Ara- 
bic, asked him foe purpose of his 
visit to Lftrya, “then they began 


foe interrogation with threats and 
curses,” Mr. Harb said. 

An Israeli militar y ra mrmmifT ne 

said-foe plane was “suspected* of 
carrying people involved in pla- 
nning attacks against IsraeL” 
Pales tinian o fficials in Dam- 
ascus and Tripoli said foe Israelis 
had apparently lipped to capt u re 
George Habash, leader of foe 
Syrian-based Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, and 
Ahmad Jibrii, head of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General 0 >mmaiiii 
The two had travelled to Tripoli 
last week with Mr. Ahmar to att- 
end meetmgs with other Pal- 
estinian, Syrian and Libyan lea- 
ders, and were expected to return 
with the delegation. 

When the Israelis realised none 
of the men they sought was on the 
plane, “it was dear from the lodes 
an their faces that they were com- 
pletely disappointed because they 
could not achieve their hopes,” 
Mr. Harb said. 

Before reboarding the plane, 
the passengers requested thatrep- 
resentatives of the International 
Red Grossinspect foe plane “bec- 
ause we suspected the Israelis had 
planted explosives on board,” Mr. 
Harb said. — "■ 

The Israelis, however, declined 
foe request. 


Egypt sentences Israeli, Pakistani 


to death for drug smi 


Bggnng 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian-born 
Israeli and a Pakistani were sen- 
tenced to death by an Egyptian 
court on Wednesday for smu- 
ggling heroin and opsun into the 
country. 

The government, facing a gro- 
wing drag menace, has urged oon- 


oo tics’ wisi p yling and 
The first sentence, on a Sri Lan- 
kan, was passed in December. 

Yousef Amin Tahan, the 
Egyptian-bom Israeli said by law- 
yexsto be m Us early 40s, told foe ■ 
court he had bought heroin in 


Bombay to sell in IsraeL 
He was arrested at Cairo ai 
on Aug. 18, when customs 
found more than a kflo of boom 
hidden in a too thpaste tube, bis- 
cuit boxes and cigarette padeets. 

Tahan was handcuffed in court 
to Pakistani Mohammad Aslan, 
who was also sentenced to hang 
for opium smuggling - A pro- 
secution witness, Cairo airport 
customs officer Issam Anwar 
Attia, said Aslam arrived from 
Pakistan an Ang. 2 with two tegs 
of apiainm a suitcase. Aslam ide- 
I foe suitcase as his in court. 


Israeli parliament defeats 
bill to amend religious law 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
•Israeli parliament Wednesday 
rejected an attempt by religious 
political parties to redefine who is 
a Jew after Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres warned foe move could split 
foe Jewish people around foe 
world. 

The Knesset voted 61 to 47 aga- 
inst an amendment to foe law of 
return, whkhautomatrally grants 
citizenship to Jews emigrating to 
Israel. The bill sought to redefine 
Jewish identity to exdude gentiles 
converted,. to Judaism by, non-. 
Orfoodbx rabbis. 1 ' 

. The proposal, last voted on a 
year ago , sparked a protest among 
American Jews, most of whom 
belong to foe reform and con- 


servative movements that differ 
from foe orthodox in adhe rence to 
ritual law. 


“ Is this a time for disunity or foe 
unity of our people?” Peres asked 
in an address to parliament. “Sho-; 


uld we cause a split or should we 
seek a common denominator and 


close ranks?* 


Israel's four religious parties 
.want to disqualify conversions to 
J udaism hy .non-Orthodox rabbis. 

American- - rpfbrm and con- 
servative rabbis have protested, 
saying the 'amendment would 
mean a symbolic rejection of hun- 
dreds of thousands of American 
Jews who are among Israel best 
fundraisers. 


Jane’s: 

Soviets 

may have 

bombed 

Aden 

airport 


LONDON (Agencies) — A Bri- 
tish magazine said Wednesday 


that Soviet pilots might have 
bombed Aden's airport in support 
of hardline Marxist rebels who 
toppled South Yemeni Presklent 
Ali Nasser Mohammad in fierce 
battles last month. 

Jane's Defence Weekly, quo- 
ting unidentified Middle Eastern 
sources, said that “up to 100 Sov- 
iet advisers may have been cas- 
ualties in the fighting ’ 1 which 
ended the rule of Mr. Mohammad. 

The sources told Jane's that 
Moscow’s militaiy support for foe 
rebels pre -dated the collapse of/ 
Soviet-sponsored mediation bet- 
ween opposing Marxist factions. 

“Soviet support is believed to 
have turned the scales in the sav- 
age fighting in South Yemen,” 
Jane’s said. 

The Soviet Union, which eva- 
cuated its citizens from South 
Yemen during foe brief civil war, 
had called for a peaceful res- 
olution of ideological differences 
which triggered off the fi ghting . 

Meanwhile the new leadership 
in South Yemen on Tuesday sent a 
delegation to Kuwait, the second 
country on the Arabian p eninsula 


after Oman to which it bis turned 
for support. 

The delegation led by Yassine 
Saeed No’ man, member of foe 
Central Committee of foe Yemen 
Socialist Party ( YSP) and minister 
of fish resources, was received at 
the airport by foe Kuwaiti Min- 
ister of Public Works Abdul Rah- 
man Al Houti and the Foreign 
Ministry Under-Secretary Sul- 
eiman Majed Al Shaheen. 

Mr. No' man told reporters he 
was carrying a message from foe 
interim President HeiderAl Attas 
to foe emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmad Al Sabah. 

He said the message dealt with 
bilateral relations and foe recent 
bloody fighting between rival 
Marxist factions of the YSP which 
led to foe replacement of Mr. 
Mohammad as president of South 
Yemen. 

“The visit is also aimed at dev- 
eloping the _ bro therly relations-] 
between the two countries in the 


coming stage, 1 ” Mr. No v mhn saH. 1 


•’Hie recent events will not lead to 
a change in policy toward our 
Arab brothers but we will con- 
tinue to seek development of fra- 
ternal relations with Arab states.” 


JORDAN 


Syria vows to punish Israel for piracy 

n - ■ * « nfwMM iwr fi cj !." “ fofl tBCDCS of tenOtJBtSw ^ 
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(Coatfaued from page 1) 


Khaled Abdul Majeed, spo- 
kesman for the Palestine National 
Salvation Front (PNSF) .wfakh 
groups PLO factions opposed to 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said: “This Israeli act wfll result in 
an atmosphere of revolutionary 
violence to be carried out by the 
revolutionary forces in ret- 
aliation.'’ 

The ITNSF groups all leaders of 
the PLO factions which attended 
tile Tripoli conference on Tue- 


Majesty King Hussein was 
tile first Arab leader to telephone 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 


ouragement of certain parties 
Egyptian Foreign Minister' 

Esmat Abdul Meguid issued a sta- 
tement in Cairo on Tuesday den- 
ouncing tire Israeli action. The 
E g y p tian denunciation came on 

dte eve c£ resumption of talks with 

Israel on Tabs, which Israel occ- 
upies bat belongs to Egypt. 

In Amman , Salah Knsfef, a 
dose aide to Mir. Arafat and co- 
founder of Fateh, said the Arab 
World should go beyond dip- 
lomatic efforts to confront foe Isr- 
aeli air piracy. 

“We support any measures that 
Syria and the Arab countries 
demand at the Security Council, 
or any other independent Arab 


fodiaistbecun-emcfaairmffaof -,- y 
the Non-Aligned Moveme nt and* 
Syria had sent an urgent Esessage 
to fog tmfem government inf. , % 
onning it of tte-lsraciF action. ”■ ' 

lh TrpoH, the Libyan Fbrekn H 
Mraisttysanra»aedfore^anfr : 
assadors on Wednesday to protest 
agaiast the Israeti actios, whifo it ; ' 
described as state terrorism. 


The Libyan protest statement 
accused foe US. of 


on Tbesday to condemn the Israeli measures to stop such Israeli per- 
action and voice total support for sistencc in striking at Arab civil 


Syria’s stand towards the issue. 

King Fahd lbu Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia also voiced den- 
unriation of Israel and pledged 
Saudi support for Syria in a tel- 
ephone contact with President 


f^hd described the Israeli 
action as a flagrant violation at 
international norms and voiced 
Saadi support for Syria and other 
Arab states in the face of such act- 
ions, the Saudi Press Agency said. 

Other Arab Golf states af» iss- 
ued similar statements. Kuwait 
described foe Israeli seizure 


aviation,” Mr. Khalaf was quoted 
as saying by AP. 

“I don’t believe that putting 
things before tiie Security Council 
alone should be foe only Arab 
nse,” said Mr. Khalaf. 
should be measures that 
to confront such an 


are 


act.” He did not specify what mea- 
sures he head in mind, AP said.' 


another Israeli aggression against 
the Arab Nation. Qatar urged foe 
UN. Security Council to seek an 
end to such terrorist acts as the 
Israeli hijacking... 

Irik] called for a collective Arab 
response to the Israeli air piracy. 
A statement by Iraq's Rev- 
olutionary Command Council 
described the Israeli action as. 
“cowardly and criminal” and said 
it would not be the last such ino, 
iden tunless there were some “col-' 
lective Arab action.” 

The statement called on Arab 
states to organise.^ before it is too 
late and take joint action against 
such violations aimed to und- 
ermine Arab pride.” 

Iraq’s swift reaction came des- 


pite the fact that both Libya and. 
Syria 


Syria have supported Iran in its 
Gulf war with Jran. 

Algeria, Tonis and Morocco 
severely denounced foe Israeli act- 
ion and called for joint Arab act- 
ion to confront it. 

In Beirut, Lebanese Prime Min- 
ister Rashid Kara mi said foe Isr- 
aeli hijacking violated int- 
ernational law. The Jewish state 
“creates a worldwide uproar over 
terrorism, but ... seems to think it 


In London, British Foreign Sec- 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe den- 
ounced the Israeli seizure of foe 
' Libyan plane and said it set “a 
dangerous precedent” and bre- 
ached international law. Mr.* 
Howe, while welcoming the rel- 
ease of the passengers and the 
plane, said in a statement: “We 
ectoderm this (forced) diversion... 
this aircraft was on a legitimate 
journey . There is no evidence that 
there were any ter rori st s aboard, 
or of any threat to Israel's sec- 
urity.” 

Mr. Howe said “the int- 
erception was without jus- 
tification. It sets a dangerous pre- 
cedent which appears to have 
been in contravention of int- 
ernational law.” 

In Paris, French Foreign Min- 
ister Roland Dumas told a cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday of his con- 
cern over the effects of the Israeli 
action . Mr. Dumas said the Israeli 
action was “likely to increase foe 
tensions in that part of the world, 
which did not need that.” 

In Madrid, a spokesman for foe 
Spanish Foreign Ministry said 
Spain “rejected foe use of coe- 
rcion a gains t civilian aircraft con- 
trary to freedom and security of 
navigation.” 

Belgium and Turkey also issued 
government statements criticising 
the Israeli government for the hij- 
acking. 


i- 

~.r 

of coHusxhi with - 

Israel, saying foe seizure of the , * 
p lan** “qrmfirms that America' k . 
not interested in international cr 4 ‘ 
world peace.” ... ■ v 

It called on foe world cwnr," ~ 
munity to take action against ” this' .7 
action of piracy in order to ensure 
safety of air travel.” ...41 

In Washington, the United Sta- ; . 
tes on Tuesday denied: Libyan ' 
charges that it had helped Israel to 
intercept the jet 
State Department spokesman ; 
Bernard Kalb said Washington, -\ 
which itself last year intercepted £ 
an Eg y pti an airliner carrying th^ \ - : 
accused hijackers of foe Italian 
cruise foip A chil le La urn, “as a ■ " 
matter of general principle” opp- ■ | 
oses interception of aircraft in.' '/■' 
peacetime. 

But such interceptions could : - 
sometimes be justified to forestall 
“terrorist” attacks, he said. 

“Such interceptions are mh- - ' . 

erently very risky and, as such, can 
be justified only in the most ere- .. ; 
eptional cases,” Kalb said. But.be 
added, interceptions are jus- 
tifiable “in very narrow counter- 
terrorism cases." 

Kalb said Israel had acted cm its 
own based on itsown information. 

He said of US. policy: “Any 
counter-terrorist action we und- 
ertake must help prevent further 
terrorist attacks and mmimae foe 
risk to innocent civilians. We bel- 
ieve that a state should intercept 
dvffian aircraft only on the basis of 
the strongest and dearest evi- 
dence that terrorists are an 
board.” 

Asked whether Israel bad been 
justified in its action, Kalb said: 

“Our policy is clear. The gov- 
ernment of Israel made its own 
decision on foe basis of its own 
evidence. We are relieved that the 
aircraft was released with no loss 
of life or injury.*’ 

Libya accused foe United States 
of being Israel's “partner in 
crime” in forcing down the plane, 
but foeUJS. Defence De p a rt m e nt 
denied any involvement in the int- 
erception. 

“There was no VS. military 












.ami told 'Raster^ -~ ’~ 
toln Tunasi.i-Ar'ab 


ue 


can replace international law with _ > _ 

the law of the- jungle,” Mn Kar- - - In New Delhi, foe Indian gov- involvement at all,” spokesman - — , 
*-■ «s . •• 1 eminent described the Israeli act- Robert Sims told Reuters. ‘ "* " 

-ion as a “complete violation” of 
international law. The United 
News of India news agency quoted 
Foreign Secretary Romesh Bha- 
ndari as saying his country was 
shocked that states would resort to 


. r„ ;r . 
v’ i* v J ! 

r 


:Leaj 

Secretary-General Chadli 
condemned the Israeli action as an 
act of air piracy and regretted that 
“this form of terrorism” could 
“receive the admiration and eno 


, 1 He denied a report by the Ub- 
yan news agency JANA that US. ' 
warships in die Mediterranean 
had used electronic surveillance 
methods to guide foe Israelis to- 
their target. 
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•9*5 

•MS 


. Muscat, Dubai l 
— Aba Dbdri i 

Aqaba i 

Cairo 1 


Amin Eawar and Son Cbamany, Tel: 
622324-9 at yoor service. 


Fire headquarters 
Fofioe rescue _ 192, 621111, 637777 

R*ce hea dq a a rt ers 639141 

Traffic poice 89639WI 


.Jeddah 


WEATHER 


18*8. 

18*5 

13*5 

14*8 




fiketdcFowerCo. 636381/4,624^1 
X toiri pa l water co m plaints 771125/8 
OneenASalnLAhport (08)53330/60 


Doha, Bahrain I 


. Dhahrao, Riyadh l 

. Kuwait (feu) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


HOSPITALS 


.Istanbul, 


1435 Unseat, Dubsd, Bahrain, Lariiaca 
16el5?Rio. 


17*8 


i de Janeiro, Lisbon i 


17*8 

17*8 

17*5, 


.London, 



Doe to a depression centred over 
— d e owwe m temperenne, strong 
land ttamder showers can be eop- 
«#ed during the day. In Aqaba, tbe 
winds wiH be northerly and rough sea. 


% 


Hussein Medical Centre ~ 
KhaSdi Mattes ty. J. Aim 
Aklleh Maternity, J. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


.7/14 


Jabal Amman Maternity .. 
Matties, J. Amman 


18*8 — Ams t erdam , Istanbul i, 

21*5 limuM | 

23*8 Carol 


Deserts .. 


Jordan Vattey . 


.14/23 

.8/17 


Fhkstine, Sbndsanl .. 
S h mdiw oi Hospital 


11/20 


88*5 London.] 

DEPARTURES 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Al-Mumher Hospital 

The Islamic, AfaoaS 

ALAUL Abdafi 

I trim . Al-Mnhajreea 

Al-Baahiz, J. Amtafiefa ._ 
Army, Mhdca 


150 years old itmu snefa as costumes, 
weapons, musical i nst i mn e nta , etc. 
; horns: 9 DO am. - 5D0 p" 
' ’ .Tel 637169. 



Wednesday rales 

Load sdUbuy rates i 


Queen Ala Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Ammon 

- 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 


■ AMMAN: 

Dr. Faiez Galokah {— ) 

Dr. Yousef Smerat — — 821311 

Finn pharmacy — 661912 

Nainrokh pharmacy 623672 

Hala pharmacy 778922 

Al Sakeb pharmacy — 668056 

TAXIS: 

Ai Hanua taxi 641833 

Al Abb taxi -621127 

Bassam taxi ..... 811857 

Tareq taxi -.623024 

KbaUoun taxi 664888 

Rania taxi 625095 

IRBID: 

Dr. Iran Al Saleh 274722 

ZARQA: 

Dr. KhaQ Abu Buaaeta 985001 

Al Quds pharmacy (— } 

GENERAL 

Jordan TdevWon 77311W9 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information — — 12 

Jordan and (riddle East calls _ _ 10 

Overseas caEs 17 

Repair service 11 


*Unvj 


/■ 


i V 


VIDEO 


Paris, Lmidoa 

. Bnmeta, Frankfurt 
. Riyadh, Dhshran 
Cairo 


.News 


ntfaae 23U5 A Jolly Good Show 34*8 
1 88*9 The Worid Today 


* ■‘Lesannee4ir at4KX3pm. 
at the French Cnhrnal 


PRAYER TIMES 


.. OW Favourites 


17*0 

18*8 


25 Years of Rock 

. News Summary 


18*5 Spedai Feature 

1838 From the Holy Koran 


World News < 

88*5A Letter from England 88*8 Fm^ 
andal News 88*8 Reflefens 88*5 

Sports Rooodrup 81*8 Worid News; 
Commentary 41:15 Mordrant Navy 
Programme 9138 Nature Notebook 


FOR FRIDAY 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 


JORDAN TELEVISION- 


MAIN CHANNEL 


19*8. 

1838 

11 * 8 . 


1738 

19*8-. 

1935 

1938 

19*5 

28*B.„ 


French film 

„ News in French 
. French Varieties 
. News far Hebrew 
AgricaJtnre- 
in At 


. News hi Arabic' 


2039 Comedy: Mr. Belvedere 

Tbe Far PaviBons 


1130 Friday Prayers and ReUgjons 
programme 

13*9 Documentary 


21:10 ...... 

22*9 


2235 


News in EngSsfa 
Hooter 


1330 

1535 

lfcll Viewers' Choice (Arabic) 

1739 Arabic Fflra 

28*8 News In Arabic 

2835 Arabic Series 

2138 Tomorrow's Programme 

22*8 Guana '86 

23*8 News m Arabic 


RADIO JORDAN 

*W KHz. AM A 99 MHz, FM 
& parity on 9560 KHz. SW 


•7*0 ... 
8738... 


18*8 


Morning Show 


..... News Stumimy 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TeL 661026/7 
American Centre 644371 

American Centre Libraiy — 641520 

18*5 
11*8 . 

Momma Show Contd. 

11*6 . 


12*8 . 


12*5 . 

listened Orofee 


13*5 


14*8 

„ News ullcdi] 

1430 

1438 

— — Jotdan Weekly 

... Mndr 

15*8 

16*8 

— CtaoortHoor 

News Summary 

1638 

17*0. 

Old Favourites 

lf*8_ 


11*5 Top Twenty 

19*8 - NewStefc' 

1938 . 


JAM 

2838 

Aflb&al Vegetable KBncfll 

21*8 

21*5 

nuMNMMHIIII NttVS Still 10)1^ 
- IhcBoes 


05*1 . 

0627. 


(Sunrise) 


Fair 


14*1 ‘Ar.- 

17d4 

— Maghreb 


Wta 

21*5. 


22*8. 


2fcai ... 


«■ m m tl rf 

23*5 _ 


23*7 


24*0 — 

— Cfaxe down 



28*5 


■ Cairo i 



MARKET PRICES 


(Fixed prices for Imported produce) 


flgjf , Gaific^wftiout leaves) 700/650 

Agrie (green) 500/450 Onfang^) L 180/140 


VpperfUnver price it 


Coconut (each) 


.450/400 


98 1 

URL aterSag pound 498 J/ 

U5. dottar 363*/ 


Beet 


W. Oermxn nait 


Carrot (y eflow) .. 
Chestnut . 


.100/ SO 
.100/ 70 

■700/600 


R a ma 


Sage (green). 
Tttrnjpn 


.140/ 80 


t 


.300/250 


.100/ 50 




BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 


98*8 Ncwsdcsk 8838 
88*5 Ftaansal News 88e55] 

•7*8 Worid News 87*9 24 Homs: 
News Soomanr 9731 Hunter of the 
Dark 87*S Tbe Wodd Today 81*8 
Ncwadcsk 8838 Meridian 89*8 World 
Nora 89*9 24 Honrs: News Sommare 
8938 Jake Box DugrlfttiS Merchant 


ll*f Britirii Press Review 1135 The 
Worid Today 1138 Finaodal News 
U *8 Lock Ahead 11*5 Poets on Marie 
12*8 News Samauny; Stag 
12d5McntaBtNBwftoj™ e : 
BtHtaeac Matters 13*8 Wmid News 
13*9 News abort Britain 1305 In the 
Meantime 1338 A Letter from Nor- 
thern Iralaod 1335 A Letter from Nor- 
thern Marl 1338 Meridian 14*0 
Radio Newsred lfel5 Jam far fee A*- 
tag 14*5 Spom Roundup 15*8 Worid 


News 15*8 24 Hours: News Summary 
1538 John Fed 16*8 Oottook; News 
Sammy 18*5 Letterb ox 17*8 Rtfe 
Newsred 1735 Let Macrabkn 11*8 
Wodd News 11*9 Caamentary IfelS 
Science ta Action 18*5 The Worid 
Today 19*8 Wodd News 19*9 A Let- 
ter from Nortaem Ireland 19U5 Sarah 
end Gonmany 19*5 ! 

20*0 Newsdesk 2830’ 


21*8 Outlook, News Sa mm y 21*8 

Stock Market Report 21*5 About Ehi- 
tata22*8 Work! News 22*9 24 Hours: 
News Sanmary 2238 Science ta Axtioo 
23*8 News Suc.caaiy; Nearatk UJEL 
2305 Mttk Now 23*5 Fon^O Afoin 
JAM Worid News 0039 The Wodd 
Today 8*25 A Letter from Northern 
Itdand 8838 Hnaodal News 88*8 Ref- 
lections 88*5 Sports Rtxmd^m 81*8 
Work! News; Ganmentaiy 8135 Fran 
the Weeklies 038 Talking About 
Music 


89*6 


89*5 


— Jeddah I 

. Cairo 1 


12*5, 

13*5 

1509 

U* 

1735 

1738 

1738 


— -Aqaba 1 
unnasou 1 


•Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 

— — Kuwaiti 

■Jeddah 


Lanraca < 


Criro 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTL AIRPORT 


1738 

11*5 
If* 6 
ltd* 


■ New York, Vienna 


2835 ... 


London, Paris i 
-- Aniens, DanuBRBS (_ 

Frankfrm 1 

.Istanbul 


«*8, 


ARRIVALS 


■ FffaAfoit, Damascus _ 

zridSs^frSw^ 


1738 , 
IfelS 
11*8 
1138 


Amstadam, New York 1 
Vienna, QricagOt Los Angeles. 


8935. 


.Cairo I 


DEPARTURES 


.Knwanti 


•935 


..DobaLAbuDhaUl 


1205 


12*5 


1238 


13*8 


1338 


1338 


15*8 

— KnwaiifJU 1 

16*8 


1838 

TlaoMwtMA - 

1938 

■ ! _.7api.hU r 

1938 


19*8 

— 

29*5 

JAM 
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2105 


9335 

btanbd, Bdgrade (RJ> 
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HEWS IN BRIEF 




IrHd trainsrecriiits for File’s Army 

*•'*'*” RAMLHA (Petra) — The first batch of People’s Army recruits 
"* from Irbid - Oovemontc wflj graduate here Thursday at a cer- 
crn^^fep^pageof LbklGovemOTKfohammadAfiAl 
' Ajito. Gr adu a tes who lavecorapletert a trjrimng mprsp. in the mr. 
: ~r'? of ligbt arms and fast aid will attend the ceremony to be hdd at 
v Ibn Hazm school for hoys in Ramtha ■ 

s y Miiilstry to issue Arabsat stamps 




AMMAN (Petra) — Tie Maris&y of Oraoiimmxaiions has dec- 
, ided to issue a special commemorative postage stamp to mart, foe 
first anniversary at die launching of the Arab satellite (Arabsat) ' 

;■ on M.8ft.llege!wi^waihem d««^wBrinM flffflfite^ 
>; 100 fib, die mm&txy said- 


Alia, CAA staff plant trees at airport 


■ f AMMAN (Petra) — Aha, the Royal Jordanian Airline, Wed^ 
- neasday celebrated Arbor Day at me Queen Aha international 
■ ^'Airport (QAIA). Aha Director Genera) Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz, 
^ tajrHne .staff, and staff from the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) planted about 2/MQ sapKngs donated hy the Mmkfty rif 

Agriculture. 

... Team checks health standards in Ma’an 

MA’AN (Petra)— The Pobfic Safety Committee far Ma’an Gov- 
emorate Wednesday made an infection tour of restaurants, 
commeicial areas and tn ayp p * that twy-w «n» ahirfmg 


•• the teams issued waxnmgs to a number of businesses and ordered 

’ the closure of a restaurant for violations of health regulations. 

-,v^Vieeting to review ALO activities 

-« ’ • • • . 

AMMAN (Petra) — Alabour committee set up by the Federation 
: of Ai^ Q i a mbeis of Ctomraeroe and Industry wifi open a twwfay 

■ v ~ Pieetaig m Amman on Saturday to dwenw «n for rh y I 4 rti 
___ Arab laboirc conference due to be held m Amman in March. The 
" . com m i t tee will also discuss proposals for amending die con- 

~ stilntion of die Arab Labour Organisation (ALO), its plans and 
4 programmes and will review previous ALO resolutions and rec- 
ommendations. Delegates from Arab League states will take part 
-* in the meeting. 

■ 1" Institute concludes admin courses 

AMM AN (Petra) —The Jordanian Institute of Managwiw it t»w 
• ended three traminKpiograxnmesfor employees in administration 
- ■llgd a coountHDcydepartroerits. Nearly 40 employees from the 
* - private and ^public sector took part in die courses which was 
designed to imp rove their efficiency ami develop their «mi« 



Senate returns JMC law to 
House after heated debate 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Ttats Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House of Parliament Wed- 
nesday returned a controversial draft law pertaining 
to the Jordan Medical Council (JMC) to the Lower 
House of Parliament following a heated debate and 
after introducing amendments to certain articles 
and rejecting others. 


Another draft law granting the 
prime minister complete authority 
to lease state-owned lands to the 


previous law of the Iordan Med- 
ical Association (JMA). 

Senator Thosan Hindawi bac- 


the artide was endorsed as pre- 
sented by the legal committee. 

Mr. Salem then proceeded to 
another article and requested that 
the JMC vice president be named 
as the J MA president but Senator 
BadracsaM the JMC president is a 
post for medical and not political 
purposes. After further debate. 
Dr. Salem's suggestion did not 
gain enough support to be ado- 
pted. 

Senators voted against the 
legal committee amendment to 
impose tests every five years and 

recommended the article be pas- 


public for agricultural purposes a decision by the legal com- , presented by the House 

i J J ! minm> tn omit an artide for hnl- ■ “ 


Prime Mfahter Zaid Rifai, Deputy Prune Mfaiister 
Abdul Wahab MqjaH, Mbiister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs Haaem NuseJbeh and Min- 


ister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Sami Judeh 
and other cabinet ministers at Wednesday’s session 
of the Upper House of Parliament (Petra photo) 


Rainy weather to continue; drivers 
warned about poor visibility 


British civil engineers’ president to 
nspect water projects in Jordan 


~ -LONDON (IPS) — Wa ter will be_ 
- e rnain topic bfdjsCui&ian when 
' -'e president of^thie British Ins- 
'-tutkm of Civil Engineers "visit 
: — ‘^rdan and other Middle East 
-Aintries. Mr. Donald -Reeve, 
- _--getfaer with the secretary of the 
stitutiori, Mr. John McKenzie; 
i - 11 visit Jordan from Feb. 7-1 1 
. 4 -.\id their Middle East tour also 
Vnodes visits to Saudi Arabia, 
-■brain, Oman; the United Arab 
. nirates, Qatar and Egypt. 


J. 


r. Reeve said that he was loo- 
ig forward to seeing how Vfid- 
; East countries had resolved 


;^eir various. -water- problems. -I; 
^iiope that we will be belpiq . 

any way we can,” he added. 

Mr. Reeve said Mr. McKenzie 
expect to meet ministers, and gov-' 
era meat officials of the countries 
they visit as well as water eng- 
ineers, they will also make con- 
tact with associated institutions 
and associations, hr Jordan they 
will inspect engineering works at 
Aqaba. 

The Institution of Ctvfl Eng- 
ineering. set up in 1981, has 
72,000 members worldwide, and 
tours are a very important part -of 
the function of the institution. 


AMMAN (XT) — A 
accompanied by a arid front has 
affected Jordan and Department 
of ' Meteorology sources expect 
Tboraday’s weather to remain 
rainy, wndy and arid with an exp- 
ected drop in tenmercuiies. 

A report from the department 
issued on Wednesday said that the 
country has been affected by a 
depression which centred over 
Egypt and moved to the Kingdom 
and try a cold front which affected 
Jordan from the western borders. 

The report added that there will 
be strong westerly winds and it 
cautioned drivers in the areas of 
Al Unrri, Mndawarah, Azraq, 
Daa’ba and Qatraneh to drive 
carefully since poor visibility due 


to dust is expected in eastern and 
southern areas. 

The Public Security Dep- 
artment (PSD) has also calfcri on 
all drivers in Jordan’s desert areas 
to drive carefully and to switch on 
their and hazar d Tigh ts 

to avoid accidents. The report also 
said that if drivers carmot see the 
road attend they should stop their 
cars on tire right-hand side of the 
road and wait until the visSriiity is 
better. 

I 

RahbDfipres 

The Meteorology Department 
has also announced die amount of 
r ainfall throughout the Kingdom 
over the past 24 hours. Following 


are the amo unts in millimetres: 
Amman and the military airport 
0-8, Amman Municipality 12, 
Jabal Al Hussein 1.4, Wadi Seer 
22, University of Jordan 3.0, Swe- 
ll eh IB, Queen AKa Intemarirvmil 

Airport 1.1, Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery lj6,Birien 1.0, Sukhneh 
1.7, Wadi Duhlei 3.0, Madaba 
1 A, Irbidl .4, Al Hnsun 2.0, Kha- 
tja 23, Ramfiia 25, Al Turrah 
13, AIZourraibeh 13, Samar 2.0, 
Ras Mnnif 1.7. Ajloun 1.7, Al 
Kurah 1.6, North Shuneh 1.7, 
Wadi Al Yabis 1.0, Mafraq 5.0, 
Um Jamal 2.0, H-5 0.4. Sama Al 
Sarhan 03, Al Artin 4.0, H-4 1 .6, 
Al Rubbah 0 .8, Al Mazar 2.0, Taf- 
ileh 1.0, Sboubak 3.4 and Bayer 
03. 


Committee reports declining 
performance In agricultural sector 


AMMAN (J.T.) - A special 
committee entrusted with pre- 
paring a plan for developing Jor- 
dan’s agricultural sector over the 
comaig five .years (198&&990) 
.•said in a report that the, previous 
plan from. 1981-1985 did -very lit- 
tle to improve the agricultural sit- 
uation in the country. The report 
said that nearly 20 per cent of the 
total population in Jordan dep- 
ends on agriculture and this sector 
work for. 12 per cent of 


total Jordanian wort force but 
the report added that this sector 
has declined noticeably over foe 
past five years. 

Agricultural production over 
the past five years, foe report said, 
constituted only eight per cent of 
the Gross National Product, down 
from nine percent in the previous 


three-year developmentplan. The 
agricultural sector, it said, has fai- 
led to meet the food requirements 
of foe growing population in Jor- 
dan .partial! ariy the demand meat 
and (dlfty promicts which meanif'. 
that i the country had to 
more on imported meat far which 
ID 41 million were paid between 
1973 and 1975, rising to JD 4.4 
milSon between 19764980 and 
JD 1814 mil B on between 1981 
and 1985. 

According to the report, total 
government investments over the 
past decade focused on irrigation. 
Nearly JD 140 million was inv- 
ested in this area of agriculture 
duriagfoe past five year plan, 
fromJD47rmlBon in foe previous 
five-year plan. 


The report, which was quoted 
by Sawt Al Shaah Arabic daily 
newspaper, said that one of the 
mam reasons for this situation was 
•a failure 1 to adopt an 'migrated 
agricultural ’ policy ' vftiidh ‘ had 
marte agriculture dependent - on 
other sectors. 


was endorsed during Tuesday’s 
two-hour session. The session was 
presided over by Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and attended by 
Prime Minis ter Zaid Rifai for the 
first 30 minutes. Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Wahab Majali 
took over the rest of the session. 
The law was passed unanimously 
as forwarded to foe Senate from 
foe House after foe government 
requested it be discussed as a mat- 
ter of urgency. 

The JMC law, which has- t>een 

long -debated by both Houses, 
again triggered debate between 
several Senate members and rap- 
porteur of the legal committee 
Ahmad Tarawneh. 

Senator Khalil Al Salem raised 
questions about the number of art- 
ides relevant to foe tide of the 
draft law and whether graduates at 
local faculties of medicine were 
subject to examination under foe 
draft Jaw. The law states that doc- 
tors and specialised doctors must 
undertake periodical tests to qua- 
lity their degrees of specialisation . 

hi reply to Dr. Khalil’ s inq- 
uiries, rapporteur Tarawneh sahi 
foe draft law will be after 

foe day of issuance. Mr. Tarawneh 
also pointed out that awarding 
specialisation degrees jointly by 
foe Ministry of Hi gh er Education 
and the JMC oould cause Hashes 
between the authorities. 

Dr. Khalil asked whether gra- 
duates from local universities have 
to take foe test together with those 
obtaining degrees from abroad. 
Senator Abdtil Rahman Khalifeh 
said the law makes no exceptions 
and foatit is applied to every gra- 
duate, regardless of the origin of 
degree. 

At this point. Health Minister 
Zaid Hamzeh noted that foe draft 
law, tftef'amendmeot, does, not 
exclude lpcal graduates. The min- 
ister also said that local graduates 
do not have to sit the test under a 


mictee to omit an artide for hol- 
ding specialisation tests every five 
years. Senators Mudar Badran, 
Walid Sal ah and Subhi Amro 
submi tted an objection to foe art- 
icle as amended by foe legal com- 
mittee. Mr. Rifai supported foe 
objection and favoured that the 
artide be endorsed as presented 
by foe House. 

Senator Salem objected to an 
artide stating that foe JMCwilUay 
down t raining specifications for 
doctors inside foe Kingdom and 
abroad. Dr. Salem contended that 
the JMC cannot impose its spe-- 
educations abroad. Mr. Tarawneh 
countered Dr. Salem's claims and 
saki that the JMC is entitled to ask 
trainees abroad to take certain 
specialisations as deemed nec- 
essary. When finally put to vote. 


Election results 

At the outset of Tuesday's ses- 
sion, Mr. Tarawneh read out foe 
names of Senators elected as rap- 
porteurs. The rapporteur election 
results were: Mr. Tarawneh for 
foe legal committee. Dr. Khalil 
Sa lem for foe financial co mmittee . 
Mr. Juma'a Hammad for foe adm- 
inistrative committee , Mr. Thogan 
Hindawi for foe education com- 
mittee and Mr. Rashid Oreiqat for 
the occupied territories affairs 
committee. 

Ei gh t draft laws pertaining to 
foe Housing Bank and the Jordan 
National Geographic Centre 
(JNGC) were also endorsed as 
presented to the Senate by the 
House. 


Leading judge, Mousa Saket, 
leaves bench for health reasons 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A leading Jor- ignation and said that it came at a 
Hanian judge, Mousa Al Saket, tune when the country was in need 


has decided to retire after serving 
with the judicial authority far 54 
years. Mr. Saket whose last post 
was head of the Supreme Co art, 
decided he could no longer stay in 
office due to health reasons. 

The Jordanian Bar Association 
(JBA) is honouring Mr. Saket 
with a special reception to be held 
in his honour. Justice Minister 
Riyadh Al Shaka’a and members 
of foe judiciary earlier paid tribute 
to Mr. Saket for his dedication, and 
highl y regarded services. 

In a message to Mr. Saket, 
Prime MmistEr Zaid Al Rifai pra- 
ised foe dedication and services of 
I Mr. Saket which, he' said, were 
characterised by wisdom, and int- 
egrity. Mr: Rifai expressed his 
deep regret at Mr. Saket s fes- 


of Mr. Saket s valuable efforts and 
ideas which bad contributed to the 
march of justice m Jordan. 



Mousa Al Saket 


4RA invites bids for Aqaba tourist village 


By Rami G. Khonri 
Spedai to the Jordn Times 

JAB A — The two-year-old 
!. (aba Region Authority (ARA), 

. ponsible for the overall dev- 
ipmcnt of Jordan’s Red Sea 
n-resort of Aqaba, has taken 
. ps to implement a 20-year-old 
jjeetto tap Aqaba's potential as 
wKday resort centre. 

' -During foe past month, foe 
has published notices inv- 
ig qualified local and int-. 
tanonal property developers to' 

1 for an all-inclusive contract to 
'• Qd a tourist village overlooking 
7.- sandy beaches south of foe 
, 7. Interested developers have 
m invited to contact foe ARA 
the project prospectus, and 
mid submit a '"registration of 
srest? form by March 10. 

Ihe ARA wfll shortlist dev- 
^^-^pers this spring, and award foe 
1 tract towards end summer or 
• iy autumn, ARA officials told 
Jr Jordan Thus. 

Jfae project, to.be called Qab- 
^ ; Tourist Village, is expected to 
hide 800-900 plots of smgle- 
rey holiday homes, within an 
a of over SObectares. ARA off- 
. jfr estimate the cost of the pro- 
- 1 ' t at between &40-545 rail Hon - 
* The bonus will be aimed mainly 
~ Jordanians, though this week's 
\ ’'eminent decision allowing all 
er Arab nationals to buy and 
real estate in Jordan' without 
frictions should mak e other 
investor a major potential . 
.-. *tket for the projK*. 
a selected developer will be 
ponsible for all aspects of foe . 
Inject, . including feasibility 
' «•£ dy, architectural designs, con- 

j'', cting and project management, 

-;,T '-‘ prejmration and provision of 


foe completed boKday vfi- 
In practice, foe devdoper 
J probably sub-contract ele- 
nts of the wbrk to mote spe- 
\ firm, audfoe holiday v2- 

-C ptojectttlSxJy to be studied, 
' %ted, buflt, ^ niariteted and. 
»/ h* * combmatiou of Jor- 


r ' :;V- ? 'V- 



The Aqaba Rcgien Aufturhy plans to baU hofidtay homes to tap 
Aqaba’s potential as a resort centre (J.T. ffle photo) 


rfanian and international firms. 

Large potential market 
The ARA’s preliminary ass- 
umptions . are that the holiday 
homes wili be sold to the public at 
a price of around JD 10,000 (b 
27,000). If estimate that at this 
prke. the homes may draw a pot- 
ential market of at least 20,000 
households in Jordan, not to men- 
tion institutional buyers (such as 
companies that might want to 
main tain a.. Aqaba beachfront 
home for employees or guests), 
other Arab nationals (particularly 
residents of northern Saudi Ara- 
bia who could drive to Aqaba), 
and foe estimated 300,000 Jor- 
danians working abroad. 

The holiday village, along 
Aqaba’s eight-kUometre-Iong 
south coast tourist zone,' will not 
compete with foe established hot- 
els along foe north coast of theGulf 
of Aqaba, ARA officials noted. 

Qaboos Tourist Village is aimed 
p rimari ly at the domestic market,- 
particularly well-off Jordanians 
who have tended recently to buy 
small holiday homes in Cyprus, 

Spain, Greece or other Med- 
iterranean lands. ' 

The south coast tourist zone is . enjoy an atmosphere based on 
foe last rem a i nin g continuous recreational activities requiring 
stretch of undeveloped beachfront greater areas of open space set 
in ' Aqaba, and has been ear- within a natural environment, 
marked fp*' u ~'* * .* 


elopment for several decades. 

The south coast tourist zone is 
bounded by foe s mall Coast 
Guard station to the south and the 
Marine Biology Research Station 
to file norfo.lt includes foe marine 
science station and aquarium, a 
government rest- house, an int- 
ernational diving centre, and a 
national camping site. An int- 
ernational youth camp will be est- 
ablished in foe area in foe near 
future. 

. Feasibility study 

ARA officials note they are not 
committed to a particular scale or . 
configuration for foe holiday vil- 
lage, whose ultimate format size 
ami cost will depend on foe fin- 
dings of market surveys and foe 
feasibility study. They note that 
foe holiday village concept is des- 
igned to meet the needs of the 
domestic Jordanian' market while, 
complementing available touristic 
facilities in foe hotels area along 
the north shore. 

Rather than formal hotels, the 
south coast tourist zone will con- 
sist erf self-catering hobday vil- 
lages and camping areas. If all 
goes according to plan, it will 


homes would be sold either fre- 
ehold or on a very long lease, tho- 
ugh a very limited part of the pro- 
ject may include foe provision of 
large serviced plots on which ind- 
ividuals could build their own hol- 
iday villas. An arrangement would 
be made with a housing finance 
agency to guarantee con- 
cessionary or lean/ mortgage funds 
for potential borne buyers who 
would not be able to pay for their 
homes in a single lump sum. 

Recreation, sports facilities 

The village would enjoy a full 
range of services, such as swi- 
mming pools, shops, restaurants 
and cafes, play areas for children, 
tennis courts and other sports or 
recreational facilities. 

The ARA aims to keep foe 
beach and coastal areas for public 
use and water-based leisure fac- 
ilities, while housing dev- 
elopments and other buildings will 
be built throughout the hills and 
wadis east of foe existing road. A 
s mall motel with perhaps 1 00 cha- 
lets is also a possibility for the 
south coast tourist zone , as an ine- 
xpensive alternative to existing 
beach hotels and also to serve tra- 
vellers using foe nearby car ferny 
service Knlring Aqaba with Nuw- 
eibe’, in foe Sinai erf Egypt. 

In the short term, such a motel 
facili ty oould also serve foe add- 
itional purpose u£ providing req- 
uired public and leisure fatalities, 
such as swimming pools, cafes, 
restaurants or tennis courts. 

The feasibility of foe Qaboos 
Tourist Village is not very much in 
doubt, ARA officials believe, 
given the fret that some 90,000 
Jordanians go abroad every year 
on holidays, with 50,000-75,000 
of them going on Mediterranean 
holidays. 

It is thought that a reasonably 
priced beachfront home in Aqaba 
would attract many of these Jor- 
danian holidaymakers, who 
mi ght akan purchase a home for its 
value as an appreciating real est- 
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Scheme that should 
go awry 

ISRAEL’S (mrepentant stand on its interception of the Ubjvn plane 
Tuesday «ifc into question the Jewish state’s true mtentions on mak- 
ing peace with the Arabs. Likewise, the U.S. attitude on this dep- 
lorable act of air piracy is a measure of Washington’s deep inv- 
olvement in Israeli practices of state terrorism. These are the two sides 
of the same cohi that the Arab Worid has to come to grips with sooner 
or later. Without proper understanding of the new kind of warfare 
thatbrael is waging agahist the Arabs, with the blessings of the U.S. of 
course, it would be fade to complain to the U.N. or wait Cor the 
international conumnity to do our job Cor us. 

Israel, under the cover of “flgbtiisg t er rorism,” can mtercept a 
dvttan plane carrying a top Arab official and force h to land hi one of 
its ah- bases. The U-S. says such an act can be justifiable and braces 
Itself to veto any (JJV. resolution that would condemn the crime. 
Surely there Is something wrong with ns Arabs if we just let out this 
torrent of words protesting smd deploring these Israeli actions and 
American attitudes towards them mid not go beyond it- How many^ 
times have our peoples been subjected to these and all kmds of hum- 
iliation by Israel and the U.S.? And what have our governments done 
to hit back effectively aqgl swiftly at the source of danger? What, in 
effect, have the Arab states done to at least stop the Israeli acts of state 
terrorism from being repeated? 

The list of Israeli violations of hi ternati on al larw and norms fa Indeed 
long and e x hausting. But this is hardly as important as the nature of 
the new type of warfare that Israel is waging against us. The Israelis 
have of late tried and seem to have succeeded in transforming the 
Arab-Israeti conflict into a triangular crisis involving a third party, a 
superpower called America, under the title “terrorism in toe Middle 
East and the war agamst it.” And the Americans have for some fane 
now played the game exactly the way Israel wanted them to. 

The interception of the Libyan plane was but the latest example of 
Israel invtttag American involvement in its fight a gains t the Pal- 
estinians. Ikiriier examples are to be fomid in the bombing of the PLO 
headquarters in Tunis last October which eventually resulted in no 
less than die U£. Itself bracking an Egyptian plane to Italy. 

ff Palestinian leaders were indeed on board the h jjnrimt Libyan 
plane, the U.S. would have no doubtfully supported the interception. 
This inevitably would have led to retaBation by Palestinian groups 
against both Israel and the U.S., and Washington would have found 
itself evm more deeply involved — on the side of Israel, no doubt — in 
the triangular conflict. 

Insum,Israelseesitsactsof terror against the Palestinians as worth- 
the cost it might pay for them, indodmg in human life. Therefore it fa 
highly unlikely to abandon diem under the present cxrctunstonces. 
Whatthe Arabs should do in this case is to, first, pay more attention to 
what is really happening and understand Israel’s true intenti on s and, 
second, do what is necessary to foil this dangerous scheme before 
things get of hand ami we find ourselves in an aidless war with 
America. 

This can be done not through hmnchfaig more complaints at the 
UJV. nor by ofling any guerrilla machine against brad and the 
Americans. The way to confront the Zionists and their backers is 
through collective Arab action which feoukl cany die foil weight of 22 
states behind our strategic interests and objectives. 

CrefUbfflty starts at home, first and foremost. And.# the hfiaddng 
of the Libyan plane will open the door to holding the long-delayed 
Arab summit, then our enemy will have done us a big favour. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i : Israeli terrorism 

ISRAEL has provided a new piece of evidence to the fact that it 
conducts organised terrorism and piracy with its hijacking of the 
Arab airliner in international air space. The new crime displays 
Israels total disregard to international laws and principles and fur- 
nishes new proof of the evil nature of Israel and its leaders. The whole 
world now realises die reality about the Zionists and their actions in 
the Middle East region and their total disregard of any principles and 
laws . But we have ourselves to blame too because we are weak owing 
to our divisions and internal disputes. King Hussein's telephone call 
to President Assad of Syria expressed Jordan’s total support for its 
stand with regard to this new crime. But in the absence of total unity 
of action we remain weak, and in the absence of solidarity and joint 
mobilisation of our resources and power our lands will remain open 
for more aggression by our common enemy. Any condemnation of 
terrorism should be directed to countries which practice such ter- 
rorism rather than individuals and groups. 

Al Dustour: Who is the terrorist? 

ONCE again Israel commits another terrorist action similar to those 
committal by any other terrorist group or individual. This hijacking 
of an Arab civil plane in violation of all international rules and norms 
is perhaps the most sinister action committee by the Israeli terrorists 
as it comes amidst a campaign by a superpower against an Arab 
country which Washington calls terrorist and amidst U.S. sanctions 
ingjosed on Libya which Washington accuses of being terrorist wit- 
hout an evidence to support such claims. Israel, as a member state of 
the United Nations, continues to enjoy U.S- support for all its acts of 
terrorism including this hijacking of a civilian plane and continues to 
get backing for all its act ons in our region. This support opens the 
door wide for encouraging the Israelis to continue their inhuman 
practices against the Arabs and also to pursue acts of terrorism 
against their countries. The U.S. itself, which a few months ago 
hijacked an Egyptian plane, has set the scene for Israel’s action on 
Tuesday, encouraging it to commit a similar act of terrorism and air 
piracy. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Enemies of peace 

JORDAN rallied to support Syria vis-a-vis the hijacking of an Arab 
plane carrying Syrian officials in international air space and voiced 
harking for Damascus in its drive to seek world-wide condemnation 
of the action. Jordan hopes that Israel's ill practices will be further 
exposed and condemned because it wants the international com- 
munity to bear die responsibility of stopping such actions and putting 
an end to Zionist disregard of international laws. There was no need 
for Israel to hijack an Arab plane to prove that it is a terrorist state 
Because its history attests to that. Its violations of international laws 
represent an evide , uc that its leaders do not respect any principles or 
laws. These leaders have their hands full of blood as a result of crimes 
committed against h umani ty in general and the Arab people in 
particular. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schumtann 


Peoples’ rights and Americans’double standards 


SAN FRANCISCO — In my 
studies of the wonderful Ara- 
bic language, I have been 
struck how many words come 
from the root pis . The 
words ah for nation. 
&*='" for' value, and 
■ JWJ|for resurrection. And 
the phrase Jm®* * which 
means irresistible . 

As an American, I am happy ■ 
that my own people and gov- * 
eminent support die struggle 
of blacks in Africa for freedom 
and justice. I find it inc- 
omprehensible that the gov- 
ernment and too many of the 
people cannot apply the same 
morality to Arabs, and esp- 
ecially Palestinians. What is 
racist oppression when per- 
petrated against blacks by the 
white South African military 
becomes heroic self-defence 
when perpetrated by Israelis 
against Arabs. South African 
attacks agamst exiles in the 
small country of Lesotho were 
condemned as ruthless agg- 
ression . The Israeli attacks aga- 


inst PLO headquarters in Tunis 
were hailed as justifiable str- 
ikes agamst terrorists. Dead 
Palestinian children in T unis 
are simply dismissed as ine- 
vitable results of necessary 
anti-terrorist action. Dead 
black children in South Africa 
are regarded in the U.S. media 
as victims of white oppression. 

But even the American 
media have begun to get a 
sense of the stubborn will to 
survive, the determination . to 
keep their identity as apeople, 
the unending anger which ene- 
rgises so many Palestinians. In 
the 1960’s, white Americans* 
began to hear of “black rage.” 
Now, despite their hostile att- 
itudes toWds Arabs, Ame- 
ricans are beginning to sense 
that there also is a Palestinian 
rage. 

When the Reagan adm- 
inistration began to thunder 
against Libya, the media began 
to look everywhere for sen- 
sational stories about “Abu 
NidaL" Abu Nidal, it was sug- 


gested, was the leader of some 
darkly mysterious terrorist soch 
iety which for some irrational 
reasons threw bombs at chi- 
ldren. The entire ter ro rism ; 
problem, the media implied, 
could be resolved if only “civ- 
ilised” nations cooperated to 
wipe out these criminal bands. 

Yet every once in a while, 
there is a glimmer of Tn&c- 
ognition in the American 
media that there is a Pal- 
estinian people, that they hold 
to deep values like all other 
peoples, and that despite hav- 
ing been beaten down rime 
upon time, sometimes by their 
own Middle Eastern cousins, 
they have been undergoing a 
resurrection. 

Palestinians seem a lot like 
Jews historically. Jews were 
beaten down, oppressed, kil- 
led, forced to move from place 
to place throughout European' 
history. Yet they survived. 
They dung to life, their rel- 
igion, their identity with tre- 
mendous tenaciousness. And 


when Hitler tried to ext- 
erminate them, they nev- 
ertheless survived. Yet those in 
Palestine forgot their history of 
suffering and began to inflict 
suffering on their Arab nei- 
ghbours. And now the Jews of 
Palestine can look at their Pal- 
estinian neighbours and see a 
minor image of their own his- 
tory. 

Palestinians have the 
strength of family, of a love of 
education, of a strong belief in 
God whether they be Muslim 
or Christian. Above all, they 
keep cm going, do matter how 
great the obstacles. How inc- 
redible the survival of Pal- 
estinians for so many years in 
the refugee camps of several 
Middle Eastern nations. And 
how amaring that they have 
survived crowded together in 
the Gaza strip where Israelis 
use them as low-wage labour, 
much the same way as South 
African whites use Macks. 

My government would pre- 
fer that the Palestinians quiet 


down, vanish. It wants no tro- 
uble in til e Middle East. It 
wants the oil to keep flowing, 
the money to be quickly turned 
back into tire worid economy. 
But the Palestinians will not 
v anish _ They keep on rising up- 
And no matter how much the 
American media keep on foc- 
using on Got Qadhafi and dis- 
tracting attention from the Pal- 
estinian issue, the Palestinians 
keep on coming bade and rising 
up into the news. One can eas- 
ily understand why the Israelis 
so bate the Palestinians. Like 
South African whites who love 
their black servants, the Isr- 
aelis would prefer that their 
“Arabs” work for them qui- 
etly, docilely, and at low wages. 
They want their Palestinians to 
lie down not rise up J __ 

The US. has contrived an 
intricate mechanism of policy 
towards the Middle East. It is 
intricate because Washington 
has decided that its military 
force cannot succeed. That 


mechanism seeks, quietly, 'to 
draw all parties to disputes in, 
all except Libya and the Pal- 
estinians. The Libyans arc con- 
venient scapegoats, bat the 
Palestinians are a factor that, in 
Washington's view, will him 
the fine mechanism it has put 
together. 

Israel is the Taiwan of wes- 
tern Asia, but the Palestinians 
are absolutely not like tire peo- 
ple who formed the “Taiwan 
Independence Movement.” 
The U-S.easfiy disregarded fee' 
latter, and so now there are 
dose U 5. -China relations with 
Taiwan still untouched by Pek- 
ing. But there is no way the 
Palestinians can be dis- 
regarded. Sooner or later, the 
US. must come to terms wife 
the vast world of Arabs and of 
Islam. And the Palestinians 
re main a central element in 
that worid, even if Arabs and 
Muslims have so often dis- 
regarded and even betrayed 
them. 


i What is behind Iran’s 
charm offensive’ ? 


By Safa Haeri 

THE official visit of Iran's Pre- 
sident Seyyed Ali Khamenei to 
Pakistan, where he received the 
same kind of warm reception Pak- 
istan used, in the past, to give the 
shah , as wei 1 as to the four African 
“front-line” states of Tanzania, 
-Angola, Mozambique and Zim- 
babwe has important implications 
for both fee Islamic Republic’s 
internal and external situations. 

Externally, it underlines the 
regime's desire to break out of its 
chosen course of interoational iso- 
lation. This wish may not be sha- 
red by all of Iran's leaders, some of 
whom continue to insist on the 
rejection of the “East’s and West’s 
corrupt values and civilisation.'' 
Nevertheless, the visits show that, 
for the time being at least, those in 
favour of * ‘normalising” fee Isl- 
amic Republic's relations wife the 
outside world have fee upper 
hand. 

In fee closing days of 19S5, 
Tehran was the scene of a constant 
va et vient by foreign dignitaries, 
as Iranian diplomacy deployed 
itself actively on various fronts. 
■Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati, Iran’s 
foreign minister, paid his first off- 
icial visit to Saudi Arabia, Iraq's 
main financial stay; the Turkish 
prime minister, TurgutOzal, came 
to Tehran to discuss new trade 
agreements, increasing two-way 
trade exchanges between both 
countries to over 53 billion a year; 
an important Japanese par- 
liamentary and oil delegation inv- 
estigated fee possibilities of boo- 
sting Japanese oil purchases from 
Iran and strengthening dip- 
lomatic, economic and cultural 
relations between Tehran and 
Tokyo. The Soviet ambassador in 
Tehran prepared for fee visit to 
Iran of the first deputy of fee 
USSR's foreign ministry. And for 
fee first tune, an I ranian del- 
egation went to Morocco to par- 
ticipate in fee meeting of fee 
41 -member Islamic Conference 
Organisation (IOC). (Iran has no 
diplomatic relations with Mor- 
ocoo, whose King Hassan received 
fee shah when he fled the country 
in 1979). In addition, a visit by 
India's foreign minis ter, one of fee 
founding fathers erf the non- 
aligned movement in which Iran is 
playing a leading role, was closely 
preceded by featof fee Pope’s first 
official envoy to the Islamic Rep- 


ublic, to perforin a Christmas mass 
for hundreds of thousands of Ira- 
nian Christians as well as some 
600 Iraqi Christian prisoners of 
war. 

But most important amoug all 
tiusto-ing and no-ing was fee visit 
of a powerful," mid ti- ministerial” 
delegation led by French Amb- 
assador Jacques Martin, wife fee 
aim of removing basic obstacles to 
improving strained Franco- 
Iranian relations. 

Ayatollah Khomeini’s con- 
ditions for normalising relations 
wife France are, first, repayment 
wife interest of a 51 billion loan 
granted to France in 1975 by the 
shah ; second, the stopping of del- 
ivery to Iraq of sophisticated arms, 
or, alternatively, the sale to Iran of 
similar weapons; and third, sil- 
encing, or greatly reducing, fee 
activities of exiled I ranians in 
Paris opposed to fee fclamic reg- 
ime. 

Iran’s “charm offensive” abr- 
oad has been coupled wife a dear 
definition of fee roles of president, 
prime minister and parliament. 
Until quite recendy, Hojatoleslam 
Ali Hafeemi Rafsanjani, fee spe- 
aker of the powerful Majlis (par- 
liament) — and the regime’s “str- 
ongman” was r unning everything, 
conducting from behind fee affairs 
of fee presidency as well as those 
of the prime minister. Now, fol- 
lowing Ayatollah Khomeini's lat- 
est instructions, a real "troika” 

‘ has taken shape at fee top. The 
first result of this separation of 
roles is feat each can dedicate 
more time to his proper res- 
ponsibilities and less to fee hit- 
herto all-absorbing struggle for 
power. Such devotion to duty 
among top decision-makers is 
badly needed, as the regime, des- 
pite wielding considerable inf- 
luence over many other Third 
World nations, has so far pro- 
duced few tangible achievements 
for its own people. 

The results are dearly dis- 
cernible. While President Kha- 
menei goes abroad to bring fee 
voice of fee Iranian Islamic rev- 
olution to the “deprived nations” 
of Asia and Africa, Prime Minister 
Mir Hussein Mousavi can devote 
more time to pressing problems at 
home, instead of being passed like 
a football between fee two main 
contenders for power, Rafsanjani 
and Khamenei — Middle East 
International, London. 
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Botha’s latest proposal still too 
far from blacks’ aspirations 

T> I7I-J. * * «. .. . T 


By Victor Mallet 

Reuter 

CAPE TOWN - South African 
President P.W. Botha has rad- 
ically changed his Jxnage in fee 
past few days, ditching his bel- 
ligerent manner in a sophisticated 1 
public relations campaign to mote 
his policies i .. 

IBs new style has impressed 
whites but many of the black maj- 
ority call it window-dressing, say- 
ing he is still unwilling to share real 
political power. 

On Jan. 31, Botha opened the 
white-dominated parliament wife 
a speech m which he said apa-. 
rtheid was an outdated concept 
and promised to scrap fee “pass 
laws” feat restrict where blacks 
may five and work. 

He- offered blacks rep- 
resentation on an advisory council 
that w31 discuss South Africa's 
constitutional future. 

Botha quickly followed fee spe- 
ech wife a broadcast appealing to 
blacks to negotiate with fee gov- 
ernment and wife an advertising, 
campaign feat promotes the slo- 
gan: “My government and I are 


committed to power-sha ring- ” 

His Idea of power-sharing is 
markedly (Efferent from that of his 
radical black opponents, many of 
whom have taken to fee streets in 
two years of riots. 

Botha excludes one-person, 
one-vote in a unitary state, which 
would lead to black majority rule 
in a country wife 24 mfifion blacks 
and less than five million whites. 

It is just such a system feat his 
main opponents, the banned Afr- 
ican National Congress (ANC) 
black nationalist organisation and 
the anti-apartheid United Dem- 
ocratic Front (UDF), say they 
want. 

. The independent South African 
Institute of Race Relations said in 
a commentary on Botha’s speech: 
“Mr. Botha has yet to cross fee 
bridge of committing himmif to 
bringing blacks into parliament 
itself.” 

Parliament has separate cha- 
mbers for white, Indian and col- 
oureds (people of mixed race). 
Blacks are not represented. 

The institute added: “Bat fee 
(advisory) council is the first tan- 
gible sign that fee government is 


beginning to outgrow political 
apartheid... the main drawback is 
feat the council will only be adv- 
isory and fee big question is how 
many black leaders of any con- 
sequence will join it.” 

Desmond Thtu, Anglican Bis- 
hop of Johannesburg and a vig- 
orous anti-apartheid campaigner, 
said he would not consider sitting 
on fee council. “ Who wants a sta- 
tutory council that does not role 
the country?, be asked at a news 
conference. ' 


-As one apartheid law after ano- 
ther is toned down or abolished, 
the issue of power-sharing inc- 
reasingly overshadows racial seg- 
regation in the South African pol- 
itical arena. 

■ Botha’s speech was praised by 
.white-, supporters who said it con- 
tained bold initiatives, con- 
demned by extreme right-wing 
whites who said it betrayed white 
interests and dismissed by the 
ANC and the UDF who said it 
yielded nothing new. 


Filipinos tired of being America’s ‘little brown brothers’ 


By David Goddard 

Reuter 

MANILA — The Philippines, 
puzzled, angry and hurt by savage 
verbal salvos fired by its political 
and financial mentor, has sig- 
nalled it wants a new relationship 
with the United States. 

The main emphasis is on two 
military bases — the biggest out- 
side the continental United States 
— which have made the country of 
7.000 islands a lynchpin of Wes- 
tern strategy in the Pacific. 

But many Filipinos, spurred on 
by a bruising election battle which 
could end wife President Fer- 
dinand Marcos being toppled by a 
53-year -old housewife on Friday, 
Seem to be discovering a new 
sense of national pride and dig- 
nity. 

They say it’s time for change 
and they are tired of being dubbed 
“America's little brown bro- 
thers.” 

The Philippines has had trouble 
with Westerners from fee time 
explorer Ferdinand Magellan 
dropped anchor in 1521. The Uni- 
ted States bought -the country 
from fee Spanish colonial rulers 
for 520 million in 1898 ran it as a 
colony for 40 more years and has 
been pumping cash into it ever 
since. 


Marcos has spent most of his 
election campaign riding out a 
continual stream of politically 
embarrassing U.S. reports about 
his health, alleged hidden wealth 
and feat he faked a career as a war 
hero. The latest charge against 
him is that be owes New York 
City nearly 51 mil lion in taxes on a 
house. 

All this has been seized upon by 
supporters of opposition leader 
Corazon Aquino as grist for their 
campaign mill. She has branded 
Marcos as an evil genius sur- 
rounded by unthinking clones who 
has run amok in fee Philippines 
for 20 years. 

But behind fee election rhetoric 
is a growing sense that the U-S- 
govemment believes that Marcos 
is bathing in the sunset of his 
power and the time is ripe to pre- 
pare the ground for talking to a 
possible successor. 

Whether the successor will be 
Aquino is not clear. Political ana- 
lysts in Manila say the “dump 
Marcos" lobby in the corridors of 
Washington may be having second 
thoughts because, as Marcos rep- 
eatedly claims and Aquino herself 
admits, she is untested in gov- 
ernment. 

Former U.S. attorney-general 
Ramsey Clarke told Filipino jou- 
rnalists the Reagan administration 
may encourage a military coop if 


the elections were rigged and tri- 
ggered social turbulence. He said 
the United States had set up “all 
sorts of contingency plans” for fee 
Philippines. 

America's aggressive interest in 
fee election has drawn accusations 
from ministers and the pro- 
Marcos press of Washington med- 
dling. 

UJS. envoy Stephen Bosworth 
has been denounced as “Ame- 
rica’s governor-general” aijd an 
apologist for Aquino. Columnists 
have accused fee U.S. media of 
waging a vendetta against Marcos 
and called Americans “nea- 
nderthals” who send “men little 
better than seducers and cow- 
boys” to the White House. 

Labour Minister Bias Ople cha- 
rged thata small band of "hawks” 
in Washingon had apparently col- 
luded wife some Philippine opp- 
osition leaders to undermine Mar- 
cos. He alleged there was a “Tra- 


rification of what he described as 
“the present haziness of our rel- 
ations wife fee United States.” 
This included defence obligations 
and fee compensation package for 
fee Subic Bay Navy Base and 
Clark Air Force Base near Manila. 

He favours continuing the bases 
treaty when it expires in 1991 but 
under more favourable terms. 
Aquino says the matter should be 
put to a referendum. 

The Philippines relies heavily 
on U.S. cafe infusions. Its eco- 
nomy is in a shambles because of a 
heavy flight of capital in the social 
upheavals that followed the 1983 
killing of Aquino's husband Ben- 
igno. World prices for sugar — 
me of the country’s biggest exp- 
orts — slumped the following 
year. It now has foreign debts of 
more than 525 billion. 

The U5. government is han- 
ding over 5180 million in aid this 
year as “rent’' for fee two bases. 


□specific conspiracy” which could Over five years it says it will main* 
result in the loss of the Philippines what it calls its "best effort” to 

give $900 million. 

_ Reagan has promised to step up 
aid if the elections are free and 
fair. But so me of his advisers, and 
Richard Lugar, chair man of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee who is heading an official 


as an ally to the United States. 

,But when Marcos told bus- 
inessmen in a campaign speech 
last week he wanted to overhaul 
Philippme-U.S. relations, he fue- 
lled more serious speculation 
aboutthe future course of ties wife 


« uuauiUA oix MlllUflj 

the country that has approved ‘ U5. poll watch team, have said 
$260 million worth of aid in 1986. feey doubt whether fraud can be 
Marcos called for the da- avoided. 



UNRWA: No cuts in services 

To the Editor, 

TO CLARIFY a few points in your article Tuesday Feb. 4 about 
UNRWA’s financial position, which attributes to 
Coranissioner-General Giorgio Giacometti statements he did not 
make to your reporter: 

— UNRWA’s estimated budget for 1986 is $194.2 million, of 
wudi fee cafe component (leaving aside contributions in kind) is 
5176 nmfion. Of that 5176 mDfiou, 58.1 million is budgeted for 
capital construction projects which will not be carried out unless 
specific contributions are received for them. So far, this con- 
struction budget is unfunded. 

Our projected cash needs to run our regular programmes,' 
plus ongoing projects funded by special contributions, mdudinfl 
DOn “g°y ernme atal organisations cooperating wi“ 
UNRWA, are estimated therefore at some 5168 million, 
c u P 01111 ’ °“f income estimates for 1986 still show „ 
stortfall between projected expenditure and estimated con- 
°I S< ? le roiNion, to fund our minimum cash 

general fund and project requirements, leaving aside construction 
of badly needed schools, clinics and samtaiyxacifities. So far, we 
re f eived acma} pledges of only some 560 million and we 
W r a n!?^ ^ to go 10 fUi tire remaining gap. 

Q1 ~^r RWA through .the financial crisis of 1985 by fafc.ru* 
^r^^me^ires whkfe did not reduce the volume of sendees 
delivered- to Palestine refugees. Therefore, to- speak of ■■further 
aits m services is inaccurate. However, budget cuts that have 

. e will have to be reinstated one day if services are to be 
adequately maintained. ’ 

As your article points out each year we most educate more 

P** 611 * * 0111 heaIth and generally 
SJfSL* 1 growmg refugee population, despite a general 

i£i$Js=* 

trte^^aiaamed and oontinoous basis on the onfatf S20 
UNRwSdS 6 ^ ** key areas of cooperation between 

William Lee ■ • • • 

•Public Information Officer 
UNRWA 
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2, 000-year-old Libyan farms point the way ahead 




■- S 

V., 


<, .. • 

- . 


, ■ -r 







of farms dating from Roman times show that farmers once made 
■ttfoney fanning Libya's semi-arid regions. They did it with simple 
techrurlogy. Maybe it can be done, again. Alan George is a geographer 

and freelance journalist based in London, 


TRIPOLI, Libya -f- ft looks like 
merdy<figgmgaboiitm the desert, 
but itis in fact “the best example I 
fcuow oE making archaeology rel- 
evant to modem proble ms ,” acc- 
ording to Barn Jones, professor of 
archaeology at the University of 
Manchester, -UJ£. 

The UNESCO- backed Libyan 
Valleys Survey, of which Jones is 
co-director, aims to discover how 
farms . flourished in Libya in 
Roman tunes where today there is 
only desert. If the 2,000-year-old 
■ techniques can be rediscovered, 
tiien perhaps agriculture can be 
rerestablxshed in much of dryland 
North Africa.- 

The Survey dates from 1978, 
when Colonel Qadhafi suggested 
that the country’s- Department of 
Antiquities should investigate the 
extensive remains of Roman far- 
ming systems. A British team from 
the Universities of Manchester 
and Sheffield began in 1979 to 
concentrate on an 11,000 square 
kilometre area south of Tripoli, 
and a French team from the JEcole 
Normal e Superieur in Parts began 
investigating a sdmilar-sized area 
in the Sirtica region of north cen- 
tral Libya. 

In the 1950s and 1960s the 
remains of. farms were inv- 
estigated by the British arc- 
haeologist Richard GoodchBd, 
who dated them to the late third 
century A.D.. near the end of the 
Roman period. The most striking 
remains are a series of stone “cas- 
tles'’ along the edges of wadis (dry 
strcambedswhich flow in the short 
rainy seasons). These structures 
are often near stone walls running 
across the narrower tributary 
wads at frequent intervals. 

Good child hypothesised that 
ihe “castles”, known locally as 
“gsur , \ were fortified farms est- 
ablished by Roman colonists. But 


the UNESCO survey established 
-that the "gstir” represent a late 
stage in the development of the 
settled agricultural communities 
which began to flourish in foe first 
century A.D., in early Roman 
times. It appears that the farms 
were not built by colonists, but by 
local people who were responding 
to increased demand for agr- 
icultural produce in the expanding 
Roman cities along the- coast to 
the north. 

Settlements axe concentrated 
along the narrower wadis, which 
are up to 500 metres wide, with 
sloping rattier than steep sides, 
and particularly at tributary jun- 
ctions. The associated wall sys- 
tems, extending .from the sur- 
rounding plateaus down to the 
wadi floors, were sophisticated 
water harvesting networks. 

The walls were designed “to 
channel the rainfall from a large 
catchment area mi the sur- 
rounding plateaus as efficiently as 
possible down to a much smaller 
area of the wadi floor, and there to 
slow-down the water flow by a 
chain of cross walls, to maximise 
soil irrigation and silt deposition in 
the agricultural area,” according 
to the British survey team. Other 
walls channelled run-off into cis- 
terns. 

Investigations by botanists att- 
ached to the UNESCO team have 
established that the settlements 
practised an intensive mixed agr- 
iculture, growing barley, wheat, 
figs, dates, watermelons, olives, 
grapes and lentils'. They kept 
sheep, goats, camels and donkeys. 
More stock was herded in the sou- 
thern settlements, where rainfall 
was lower. 

The UNESCO team is still deb- 
ating the chronology of the sys- 
tem’s collapse. It appears that the 



The rams of a stone “castle” or fortified farm probably buBt by local, farmers in the first century AD. Can the desert be made to support 
such farms- again? i Photo by UNESCO) — ” 


southern farms were abandoned 
towards the end of the Roman per- 
iod, with the population reverting 
to nomadic pastoralism. The nor- 
thern settlements survived much 
longer, and one carbon-14 dating 
test indicated that they were stiU 
'functioning in the ninth century — 
well into Islamic times. 

The main reason why the set- 
tlements withered appears to have 
been the decline of the cities, and 
thus of markets, along the coast. 
No evidence suggests that any 


major changes in rainfall levels 
played a part. 

But there are indications that 
the region might have been sli- 
ghtly wetter in .Roman times than 
it is now. If tests confirm this, it 
could prove crucial in und- 
erstanding the demise of the set- 
tlements. In such a marginal env- 
ironment, even a tiny change in 
rainfall can have a drastic impact 
on the frequency of droughts. 

Soil erosion appears to have 
played a part in the settlement's 


collapse. The wadi soils were 
much the same in Roman times as . 
they are today. On the plateaus, 
however, where livestock grazed, - 
it seems to have been a mature soil 
which developed in a wetter per- 
iod before Roman times. Ove- 
rgrazing by the Romano-Libyan 
farmers eroded it at a time when 
greater aridity prevented it from 
re-forming. 

For modern' agriculture, the 
main significance of the Libyan 
Valleys Survey has been to hig- 


hlight the way in which soil and 
water can be conserved in semi- 
arid regions by careful man- 
agement of run-off, using very 
simple technology. 

Libya has long-term plans for a 
major expansion of fanning in its 
semi-desert regions. As Professor 
Jones says, the survey means that 
“experimental farms which are 
pushing southwards into the des- 
ert can be guided to areas which 
we know were cultivated 2.000 
years ago” — Earth scan. 


A reforming mayor with a difference 


The Brazilian city of Fortaleza is up tt> its eyes in debt, there is 
corruption, payrolls are bloated and age-old industries are dying. The 
new nayorhas u tough task facing these proble m because, in this land 
of nacho male do nintmee , the mayor is a m Krnan. Ann Charters 
reports from the city.- 


THE newly-elected mayor of For- 
taleza. BraziFs fifth most pop- 
ulous city, js overturning all pol- 
itical conventions and challenging 
the continued conservatism of 
government since {he end qf mil- 
itary rule last year. • ■ 

Ms. Maria Luiza. Rmtanelle 
took office on January 1 but has. 
wasted little time in making her 
mark. Her most controversial act- 
ion has been to back striking mun- 
icipal workers who shut down ser- 
vices in tbs northeastern city. Her 
aim is to lay the blame for the 
chaos in municipal finances she 
inherited firmly at the feet of the 
federal government in a meeting 
with President Jose Sarney. 

She is calling on the government 
to absorb Cruzeiros 500 billion 
(!>44 j million) in debts acc- 
umulated under previous civic 
adnuzustrations and federal mon- ' 
ies to pay past due wages and 
year-end bonuses for the striking 
workers. 

Meanwhile, caught in mid- 
summer with thousands of tourists 
toasting on nearby beaches, For- 
taleza is also fining up with one 
week’s uncollected garbage as the 
mayor trades claims of corruption 
and payrolls bloated with post- 
workers -with other officials who 
threaten judicial action if she fails 
to return order to the city. 

Her upset victory in last Nov- 
ember’s municipal elections with 
its. Brazil -wide reverberations 
broke all norms espoused by pol- 
itical pundits for a successful can- 
didacy. Twice divorced at the age 
of 43 with Tittle political party 
support, “Maria Luiza” was ele- 
cted in the impoverished state of 
Ceara in north-eastern Brazil, 


long noted as a bastion of male 
dominance in agriculture, gov- 
ernment and business. 

Called a female Padre Cicero 
after a defrocked priest in die. 
I earn |y 1900$ who mysfically united,, 
-peasants in the drought-stricken ' 
interior of Ceara into a political 
.base, Maria Luiza rejects the 
comparison. She maintains her 
appeal is real, not based on pro- 
mising miracles t in tackling the. 
city’s problems together with the 
residents. Folk -hero she may not 
yet be. but Maria Luiza sensed the 
population's demands for change. 

With onlya 10,000-vote margin 
out of 550,000 total votes cast, the 
seven-year veteran state ass- 
emblywoman has carved her con- 
stituency out from among the 
poor, students and women. 

Their support, not revealed in 
■ pre-election polls and surprising 
even .Maria Luiza herself, is a fact 
no longer lost on local politicians 
long -accustomed to handpicking 
candidates for ofijee and dis- 
tributing patronage. The practice, 
a part of “coronelisrao” (power 
brokering), is historic in north- 
eastern Brazil. 

Those who owned the large 
tracts of land or built commercial 
fortunes became the political bos- 
ses or coronets (colonels). 

In Ceara, Maria Luiza has to 
contend with a powerful tri- 
umvirate, one a former Minister of 
Mines and Energy under the 
- recently-deposed military gov- 
ern me nt. and now the vice- 
governor of the state. 

Another is the governor, intent 
on forming his own political base 
with the ruling Brazilian Dem- 
ocratic Movement Party. 


Elected twice to the state leg- 
islature on Ihe PMDB ticket/ 
Maria infra broke with the party 
three months before the election 
to run for mayor as candidate of 
the Worker’s Party (PT). More 
socialist in orientation .and com- 
batively leftist, she finds the PT 
more suited to her viewpoints. She 
speaks of ihe people's struggle to 
end favouritism,' repression and 
vkdeflce«aS. practised.- by tire col- 
onels and the need to make gov- 
ernment accountable to the peo- 
ple. 

Her campaign focused on what 
she saw as foe minuscule dif- 
ferences between foe old regime 
and BraziTs new civilian gov- 
ernment. Asking pointedly “what 
is new about foe New Republic?" 
with practically no support from 
PT national leaders during the 
cam p ai gn , she garnered 323 per 
cent of the votes compared with 
the party's showing erf 0.1 percent 
in the 1982 state elections. 

During foe campaign, she ide- 
ntified closely with foe common 
folk. Dressed in j cans and a simple 
pretty blouse, she treated 
hangers-on spilling into her office 
and the innumerable phone calls 
with measured attention and 
warmth, punctuating her per- 
tinent questions with a throaty 
“querida" (dear), as a form of 
address. With energy contagious 
even in Fortaleza's 37-degree 
heat, foe former sociology pro- 
fessor with an MA in development 
sociology from Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity in foe U jS . carefully rations 
her time in a frenetic sun- 
up- to- sun down schedule. 

Governing Fortaleza, a city rid- 
den with debt and sinking into foe 
red as 90 percent of monthly rev- 
enues just cover salaries for 
35,000 city employees, will be no 
mean feat. In her case, it presents 
even more erf a challenge because 


she has raised expectations that 
her three -year administration will 
be different. . 

The city’s . debt — an acc- 
umulated 520 million in 1985 — 
became seriously bloated in foe 
last two years as people fled to the 
city after five years of drought in 
foe interior and then last year's 
. flood. Last July, foe city payroll 
. was swollen by 10*000 appointees 
<as a-tegacy frunr the' outgoing 
mayor, a son of one of foe cor- 
onets. 

In a mixture. of aggression and 
aaivete, foe mayor-elect states 
that foe 33-member city council, 
wfth not one PT representative, 
will not be an obstacle to her ref- 
orms, since - as she put it, "I have 
foe people’s interests at heart." 

With foe intent of putting her 
sociology into practice and ethics 
into public service, Maria Luiza 
plans to decentralise foe city’s ser- 
vices to the neighbourhoods 
where local councils define pri- 
orities. 

Some 14,000 dv{l servants are 
expected to start leaving their jobs 
this year. Reassessing property 
values for tax purposes could gen- 
erate another Cr 1 trillion (million 
million) (510 million) as a real 
boost to this year’s projected rev- 
enues of Or 1.6 trillion. 

With 20 per cent of foe city’s 1 5 
milEon inhabitants unemployed, 
foe new mayor plans to create 
opportunities in ceramics, artesan 
objects and tourism. She has no 
plans to attract industry to an eco- 
no my heavily dependent on exp- 
orts of fish, lobster and cashew 
nuts and fledgling spinning and 
steel industries. 

Maria Luiza is regarded as a 
tenacious fighter but many won- 
der if foe can put together an adm- 
inistration which delivers on pro- 
mises — Financial Times news 
feature. 


No matter who wins the elections, 
Philippines faces major change 


Ti 


By Graham Lovell 

Reuter 

MANILA / Whoever wins the 

presidential election next week, 
the Piufippines may never be quite 

the same again. 

President Ferdinand Marcos, at 
68 scekmg rejection for a fourth 
form, has promised major reo- 
rganisation of . government str- 
ucture and possibly ja new cqn- 
stitutia&r.tfae third force he. came 
to.powerm 1965... 

He has vowed to shake Filipinos 
out of generaaaai of lethargy and 
revftaKse focecHmtry and its- sick 
economy ' wife -whirl he calls the 

opponent* Corazon Aqu- 
S^aysJw priorities would be to 
unantie- foe “Marcos dic- 
orfoip” aud its stranglehold on 
fentmen£ money and business,- 
i.certairfyto rew ri te the con- 
dition which Marcos imposed . 
tlttconnfcyin 1973. • 

Dm Mjatos poUtical machine, 

years iritha pic- 


ture of muscle, patronage, cash 
and authoritarian populist gov- 
ernment, is creaking. But itis con- 

fident it will defiver the votes on 
February 7. 

Less dear is whether the Aqu- 
ino camp and her running mate 
Salvador Laurel can translate into 
votes the support of tens of tho- 
usands of people who turned out 
ot the cainpaign trial to cheer and 

promise them their ballots. 

. Both sides have made, if ele- 
cted, pledges. Marcos has been 
able to r einfo rce his with on- 
foe-spot announcements of ben- 
efits toconstituendesmwhidi he 
is canqiaigning. 

Bat tire overwhelming mood is 
for change, with or without Mar- 
cos. 

" There- are nagging doubts. 
Many of the 27 million voters 
wonder whether “Coxy” Aquino, 
53 -year-old widow of opposition 
-leader Benjgno Aquino, has the 
experience and skill to govern the 
country. ' 

Marcos points to Communist 


insurgency which has grown dur- 
ing the past decade and says foe is 
naive in believing she can deal 
wife the rebels. 

He repeatedly raises the 'spectre 
of civil war, citing the experience 
of Indonesia in 1965 with hun- 
dreds erf thousands kfljed as the 
result of an attempted coup d'etat 
by Communists who had been 
given a share of government. 

He pointsto the help she will get 
from “advisers” and asks whether 
they win be on hand when she 
needs to make a snap decision on 
urgent matters of state. 

Aqninn sweeps aside, hk disdain 
for her inexperience, dec l a ring at 
one campaign speech: “I concede 
that I cannot match Mr. Marcos 
when it comes to experience.” 

”1 admit I have no experience In 
cheating, pitting t lying or ass- 
assinating political opponents,” 
she said. . 

The murder of ter husband at 
Manila airport in August 1983 
was the catalyst for crisis. 

. Violence flared in the streets. 


Scared investors pulled out their 
money and the economy took a 
nose dive, leaving the country with 
a $26 billion debt and little sign of 

early recovery .It forced Marcos to 

call the election nearly 18 months 
ahead qf schedule. 

The rampaign has been pep- 
pered with rumours about his hea- 
lth, always denied by foe gov- 
ernment, allegations of secret 
$350 mfllion property inv- 
estments in the United States and 
most recently .reports casting 
doubt on his record as a wartime 
guerrilla hero against the Jap- 
anese occupation forces. 

The election has also become 
foe focus of attention in the Uni- 
ted States, which has two major 
njjfitary bases and about $2.5 bfl- 
Kon in private investment in foe 
Phffippmes. 

Up to now Washington has 
been Marcos’ staunchest sup- 
porter. But ithas shown increasing, 
irritation at what it sees as his 
slow-motkm ' 'efforts at major 
domestic reforms. 


\N. German spy 
scandal resurfaces 
with mystery 
agent scare 


By Paul HnlmM 

Rotter . 

BONN — A spy scandal in West 
Germany that seemed laid to rest 
is ' resurfacing with mystery in 
Bonn over foe fate of a top Wes- 
tern agent and hints from East 
Germany that it could hit back 
with fresh disclosures of its own. 

The espionage crisis erupted 
last August with the defection to 
East Berlin of foe counter- 
intelligence officer in charge of 
hunting down Communist East 
German spies, Hansjoadbim He- 
dge. 

This wdek , h is former chief Her- 
ibert HeUenbroich tjld a public 
parliamentary enquiry into foe 
affair that he believed a valuable 
agent on a sensitive mission inside 
East Germany had been betrayed 
by Hedge and “liquidated.” 

“I must assume that the person 
in question is no longer alive, even 
if I have not seen foe corpse,” he 


Hellenbroich's testimony, tho- 
ugh contradicted in Bonn, has 
launched foe spy scandal back into 
foe headlines here after weeks in 
which foe focus of enquiry had shi- 
fted to issues that had little bea- 
ring on Hedge's defection. 

- In a sign that more surprises 
may be on foe way. East Ger- 
many’s official agency ADN sug- 
gested that Hedge could soon 
break his own lengthy silence on 
the affair. 

“Tiedge can give the lie to Hel- 
lenbroich's stories about foe sec- 
urity services in foe GDR (East 
Germany) by statements which 
have not yet been published,” 
ADN said. 

The agency, dearly relaying a 
statement by East German sec- 
urity services, said Helleobrokh 
was trying to mask his own fai- 
lures. It denied that the “top 
agent” had ever existed. 

Heliehbroich was fired from 
intelMgence work after it emerged 
that he had kept Hedge on despite 
knowmg Oat severe alcohol and 
debt problems made him a prime 
security risk. 

He told the enquiry last Thu- 
rsday thathe felt Hedge's intimate 
knowledge of a high-risk ope- 
ration involving the agent in East' 
Germany made him less danger 
inside foe service than out. “Unf- 
ortunately, I figured it wrong,” he 
said. ' 

The mystery shrouding foe ope- 
ration deepened on Friday when 
Hellenbroich’s successor as 
counter-inteligence chief, Holger 
Pfahls, confirmed a Western agent 
existed but told foe enquiry there 
was no evidence of an execution. 
Hie did not elaborate. 

Both accounts follow news rep- 
orts two months ago that Hedge 
had betrayed two Western spies 
who ted worked their way into the 
personal circle of East German 
leader Erich Honecker. The rep- 
orts said they faced the death pen- 


alty for treason. 

Officials in Bonn refused at foe 
time to comment on foe substance 
of foe reports but indicated that 
they may have been 'based on 
leaks from parliament’s dosed- 
door control commission, which 
monitors foe work of foe secret 
services. 

Pfahls said that Hedge’s loyalty 
had waned in foe weeks 'and 
months leading up to his def- 
ection. 

“As head of foe groap cou- 
ntering East German espionage 
Hedge knew everything... about 
our work,” he told West German 
televirion. 

Hedge's defection was a major 
propaganda coup for East Ger- 
many, but senior counter- 
intelligence officials who have tes- 
tified to foe current enquiry say 
there is no e* kioice that he was a 
long-time Communist “mole”. 

The most-quoted theory is that 
his fligh t was prompted by his per- 
sonal problems and a rash of spy 
shocks late last summer that exp- 
osed suspected East-bloc agents in 
foe offices of foe president, cha- 
ncellor and economics minister. 

The parliamentary probe was 
called by opposition Social Dem- 
ocrats (SPD) in October in what 
now looks like a vain bid to pin foe 
blame for foe security lapses that 
preceded Hedge’s defection on 
Interior Minister Friedrich Zim- 
mermann. 

The all-party enquiry has heard- 
an array of witnesses ranging from 
counter-intelligence officers and 
senior politicians to Hedge’s bar- 
tender, housekeeper and next- 
door neighbour. 


Rancfe Habib's 

■- aasaa Cor nw • 

Marka Airport again 

IN response to my coma’ on Marka Airport (Jan. 
23-24), the Director General of the Civil Aviation 
Anthmity (CAA), Mr. Khaled Mohammad Ali, 
invited me to his office and told me the following 
facts about the airport: 

. — The airport, the oldest in the Kingdom, is a 
hilly certified international airport and is kept 
folly operational to cater for its users as well as 
alternative for the Queen Alia International Air- 
port (QAIA). 

— The airport is being used by His Majesty 
King Hnssein and his heads of states guests. 

— The airport serves the Royal Squadron, the 
Royal Air Force, the Royal Air Academy and the 
Arab Whigs. 

— Hie airport, in addition to its passengers’ 
terminals, houses the Arab Air Academy, and the 
Queen Noor Civil Aviation Training Institute. 

— The airport’s daily movement is 100 flights. 

— At present, the CAA and Alia, the Royal 
Jordanian Airlines, are holding talks to explore 
the possibilities of using Marka Airport for cer- 
tain cargo flights. 

— Upon directives by His Majes ty thp Kiq g, jhfi 
aiports’ runways, taxi ways and parking areas will 
be asphalted and marked. 

— There are areas, especially offices, which can 
be used for investment. The CAA is willing to 
negotiate with interested investors. 

—There are also plans to use the airport for the 
Amman/ Aqaba/ Amman flights and for any future 
domestic flights. 

Again, I thank Mr. Ali and regret any inc- 
onvenience caused by my previous article on the 
Marka Airport. 


Secret room aids U.S. 
president in times of crisis 


By Gene Gibbons 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON —If World War 
Three should break out. a handful 
of men and women who work in a 
subterranean White House cha- 
mber will be among the first to 
know. 

Called foe “situation room" 
and equipped with foe latest in 
advanced communications gear, 
foe two-room basement complex 
is - in constant contact with U.S. 
military and diplomatic outposts 
in every corner of foe globe. 

White House sources say this 
has been foe scene of national sec- 
urity dramas ranging from Pre- 
sident Kennedy managing the 
Cuban missile crisis in 1962 to 
President Reagan following dev- 
elopments in recent Middle East 
hostage crises. 

Yet those who have seen it say 
foe place is a far cry from its Hol- 
lywood image as a lavishly- 
appointed bomb shelter studded 
with clocks, red emergency tel- 
ephones and wall maps. 

But for paperwork stamped 
"Top Secret" and two large data 
decoding machines, they say. foe 
complex known to insiders as "the 
sit room” could pass for an ord- 
inary business office. 

The nerve centre is a wood- 
panelled conference room 25 feet 
long and 15 feet wide where the 
president and his top advisers 
meet. It can comfortably seat only 
about a dozen round a conference 
table and has television sets and 
video recording units on shelves 
along one wall. 

This room is partitioned off 
frond a larger L-shaped area con- 
taining several computer work sta- 
tions similar to those found in any 
modem office. ■ 

According to a former official of 
foe National Security Council 
(NSC), foe situation room was set 
up during Kennedy’s era in the 
early 1 960s using space previously 
occupied by a White House bow- 
ling alley. 

“A lot of communications equ- 
ipment left over from World War 
Two was stored in an old White 
House bomb shelter.” said foe 


ex-official, who in keeping with 
NSC tradition asked not to be ide- 
ntified. “We just took (hat beat- 
up old equipment over there and 
started opening communications 
lines.” 

The pear hat. since been mod- 
ernised. and watch officers use it 
round foe clock rb keep the pre- 
sident abreast of international 
developments. 

A loop of the Washington- 
Moscow hotline also comes into 
the basement facility, but it is only 
for monitoring hotline message 
traffic. The secure teletype link 
between the superpowers actually 
terminates at the Pentagon, and 
that is where messages are rec- 
eived and sent in times of tension. 

While the situation room nor- 
mally functions as a kind of col- 
lection point for information from 
foe State and Defence Dep- 
artments and U.S. intelligence 
agencies, officials say it sometimes 
doubles as a top-level command 
post. 

One such instance, the officials 
said, was last October, when U.S. 
warplanes from foe carrier Sar- 
atoga intercepted an Egyptian jet- 
liner carrying a group of Pal- 
estinians alleged to have hijacked 
foe Italian cruise ship Achille 
Lauro. 

The operation was run from the 
“sit room" by a team of officials 
led by Admiral John Poindexter, 
who has since become Reagan’s 
national Mxiniiy «ivL‘.-r 

The room also played a role in 
an incident that generated great 
controversy, when then -Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig abruptly 
announced “I am in control here" 
after John Hinckley Jr. shot Rea- 
gan in an assassination attempt in 
1981. 

Haig later said his breathless 
state as be appeared on live tel- 
evision before foe White House 
press corps was caused by having 
run "headlong up the narrow sta- 
irs” from foe situation room to the 
main White House working area 
to brief reporters. 

A source familiar with the sec- 
ret basement chamber said, how- 
ever. that “big important dec- 
isions” are not ordinarily made 
there. 



ft liS 


HAMBURGER ON ICEZ Rudiger ^swimmiiig. Nehbez^ is a survive expert who has 

NeU^,ofHanrf>ui^,taltesafomiitBge of the lovely snrvfved in various parts of foe worid. He says he 
weather to hack a hole in an iced-over pond to he can doesn’t catch colds. (Photo: dpa) 
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Australia beats 


to take lead in 


India 

WSC 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia beat India by 11 runs in 
the last over Wednesday to go one up in the best- 
of-three World Series Dip one-day cricket final. 

After rain Mtemxpted play dur- tbeir batting took the day’s bow 
ing the afternoon of the day-night ling honours. M ohammad Azf 
game, the match was restricted to aroddin, bowling ecu tie medhn 


After ram mtemxpted play dur- their batting took the day’s bow- 
g the afternoon of the day-night ling honours. Mohammad Azh- 
ime, the match was restricted to araddin, bowling gem tie medium 
t overs a side. Australia's total of pace, had the best Titian figures 
170 for eight was far from for- of two for 26 while AJUau Border’s 
nudable but proved beyond the left-arm spin produced three wic- 
Indians who were bowled out for kets for 23. 

159 off the fourth ball of the 44th David Boon, top scorer with 50, 

er. and Geoff Marsh, who made 36, 

Two players better known for shared an opening stand of 69 but 


were let down by the batting that 
followed. 

For their part India started 
badly, slumping to 11 for two after 
openers Ravi Sbastri and Kri- 
snnamachari Srikkanth went che- 
aply. Dilip Vengsadar, with 45, 
and Sunil Gavaskar, who made 32 
despite an injured finger, battled 
in vain to revive the innings. 

The second match takes place in 
Melbourne next Sunday with foe 
third game, if needed, scheduled 
forSydney the following Tbesday. 


Celtics, Pacers enjoy winning streaks 


NEW YORK(AP)— The Boston 
Celtics own the longest winning 
streak of the NBA season — and 
the Indiana Facets own their lon- 
gest winning streak in almost two 
yean. 

Indiana' s four-game streak may 
jeem modest alongside the Cel- 
ics’ 12-gamer, but it’s all theirs 
xmetbeless. 

“We’re playing real good def- 
ence as a team , gambling and tak- 
ing advantage of certain sit- 
Liations,” Hero Williams said after 
scoring 25 points to lead Indiana 
aver foe New Jersey Nets 117-101 
Tuesday night. 

Meanwhile, center Robert Par- 
ish scored 12 of his 20 points in foe 
fond quarter, keying a 20-7 spurt 
foat opened the second half and 
spadeed foe Celtics to a 112-93 
rictory over Milwaukee. Coach 
EC.C. Jones was reluctant to dwell 
» the streak. 

“You start talking aboutstreaks 
m this team, then whafs going to 
tart hsppenmg is yon start thi- 
iking beyond the next three or 
our games," Jones said. 

In other action . the Los Angeles 
makers beat Dallas 110-102, Cle- 


veland nipped Atlanta 105-104, 
Detroit shaded Chicago 117-115, 
Denver edged Portland 119-118, 
San Antonio outlasted Seattle 
124-119 in overtime and Phoenix 
defeated Golden State 127-118. 


points apiece for Dallas 


Efawfcs 105, Cavaliers 104 


Celtics 112, Backs 93 


Lany Bird scored 24 mints for 
Boston while Terry Cummings 
had the same number for Mil- 
waukee. 

“The key was foe way Robert 
Parish started the second halt" 
said Bill Walton, Parish’s backup. 
‘It just sort of picked everybody 
up." 


Atlanta only led once in foe 
second half rat it came when 
Randy Wittman tipped in a missed 
shot with one second to play foat 
sent Cleveland to its seventh con- 
secutive setback. Dominique Wil- 
kins led Atlanta with 36 pomts. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Khateib leads Egypt to 2nd win 


CAIRO (R) — Veteran striker Mahmoud A1 Khateib, fast ret- 
uming to his goal -scormg form, helped Egypt to a 2-1 win over 
Austria Vienna in a soccer friendly here Tuesday. The 32- 
year-old striker levelled scores eight minutes after Vienna went 
op 14 m foe 2(hh minute thromhDreitewhen he drove home a 
long ball from defe nder Mnstapna Abu El Dahab. Khateib also 
provided foe winner, putting Aiaa Mafooub in the dear 13 min- 
utes into the second half in a goalmouth melee, allowing foe 
midfielder to stab foe ball past goalkeeper Rush. Egypt, wanning 
up for the African Nations’ Cup finals here next month, beat 
Vienna 7-0 on Sunday. 


Cuba wifi boycott Seoul-only Games 


HAVANA (R) — President Fidd Castro Tuesday made dear for 
foe first .time that Cuba would not take part in the 1988 Olympics 
Games if they are held in South Korea alone. “E foe talks between 
North and South Korea do not succeed in ar ranging a sharing of 
the Games it would be rafomkaUe for Cuba to take part,” Castro 
said during a speech to a Conmmnist Party conf e rence. Castro, a 
keen sports fan, had previously hinted Cuba would boycott foe 
Games though Tuesday’s declaration was the first definite sta- 
tement on his position. 


Pistons 117, Bulls 115 


Connors vows to put the 
‘ animal’ back in his game 


Bulgaria breaking its o wn rules 


to improve World Cup showing 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria have shed 
principles in a bid to succeed in 
this year’s World Cup Finals in 
Mexico. 

Six months after draconian 
measures were imposed cm nine 
players for unsporting behaviour, 
two have bees called back into foe 
national side. 

Goalkeeper Borislav Mik- 
hailov, widely rated as ooe of foe 
best in Europe, and striker Nasko 
Sirakov have both beat recalled 
after be mg suspended last summer 
following a cup final brawl bet- 
ween their Spartak Lcvdri side 
and foe army team CSKA Sofia. 

Mikhailo v was banned for fife 


Lakers 110, Mavericks 102 


Istah Thomas, held to six points 
in the opening half, made fiinm 
key free throws in foe final 1 :22 as 
Detroit handed Chicago its 10th 
loss in the last 12 games. Detroit’s 
Kelly Tripucka scored 28 points. 


MEiyiPHIS, Tennessee (R) — 
Jimmy Connors has vowed to 
‘.‘start- playing lik« an animal 
again” after narrowly beating 
India’s Ramesh Krisfanan in the 
second round of foe 5315,000 
UjS. Men’s Indoor tennis cha- 


Kareem Abdul Jabbar and 
Mike. McGee scored 21 points 
apiece as Los Angeles rallied 
from an 18-point seamd-period 
deficit. 

James Worthy scored 18 points 
and Earvin “Magic” Johnson, 
playing in his first gjame after mis- 
smg six contests with a knee inj- 
ury, added 14. Sam Perkins and 
Rolando Blackman scored 18 


Nuggets 119, Trail Btaars U8 

Bill Hanzlik grabbed an ofif- 
pnsive rebound and then con- 
verted two free throws with one 
second to play . The Nuggets tra- 
iled by nine points with 3 :46 rem- 
aking before Alex English, the 
game's high scorer with 42 pomts, 
led foe Denver comeback. The 
Blazers’ Kflri Vandeweghe scored 
33 pomts against his former team. 


Spars 124, Supenorics 119 


[Lozenges? 


Swiss 

product 




Artk fl ilmnm had a game-high 

30 points, including five in ove- 
rtime, and Mike Mitchell recorded 
his filk triple double — 26 pomts, 
10 rebounds, 10 assists. 


Top-seeded Connors survived 
five match points before whining 
1-6, 6-1, 7-6 (7-3). 

In the deciding set, after four 
straight service breaks, Krisfanan 
moved ahead 5-3. But with Kri- 
shnan serving for the match, Con- 
nors broke bade to make it 4-5. 

Then in the 10th game of the 
two hour and 32-minute match, 
Connors saved five matchpoints in 
the seven-deuce game before hol- 
efing service for 5-5. 

Connors then broke to lead 6-5, 
but Krishnan forced a tiebreaker 
when he broke Connors' service to 
make it 6-6 . Connors , at his best in 
the tiebreaker, never trailed to 
win it 7-3. 


Connors said he realised he 
hadn’t been at his best in foe first 
set and vowed to change his style. 

“I came out ctf it when dm first 
set was over mid played a very, 
very good second set. But then in 
the third I wasn't down to business 
enough. I’ve been playing like a 
wrap for a while and now if s tune 
to start playing like an animal 


renounced recently by foe Bul- 
garian Football Association and 
immediately jomed Bulgaria for 
their tour cf Mexico. 

Sirakov had his one-year sus- 
pension lifted and has also ret- 
urned to foe national team, tho- 
ugh be did not go on foe Mexican 
tour. 

Meanwhile, four other players 
remain barred for life while three 
more must wait for their year-long 
bans to run their course. 

Al thou gh the final Bulgarian 
squad will not be announced until 
May, manage r Ivan Vutsov looks 
set to rely on tried and trusted vet- 
erans. 

Only one newcomer made his 
mark on the Mexico tour, 20- 
year-old Lokomotiv Sofia def- 


Tenth-seeded Jimmy Arias of 
the U.S. fell to countryman Marty 
Davis 4-6, 6-3, 7-5 and 11th- 
seeded Thierry Tuiasne of France 
was beaten by Sweden's Mikael 
Penfois 2-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Thhteenth-seeded David Fate 
md fourth seed Kevin Correa of 
the U.S. also reached foe third 
round. Pate eliminated Marko 
Ostoja of Yugoslavia 6-2, 6-3 and 
Omen defeated compatriot Mel 
Purcell 6-4, 6-7 (6-8), 6-1. 

Omen bad a dose call against 
Purcell, ranked 244 places below 
him on the world ranking s. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 


Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom flats, 
w/w carpet, colour T.V., cen- 
tral heating, telephone. 


Two locations . Jabal 
An van, near Fifth circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 pan. 


L OLIVIER 
Restaurant 


THE - FAMOUS - DOCTOR - VIDAL 


Esthetic surgeon of international reputation. Creator 
of 60 centres 


for the first time under 
new management 


OF TO BE YOUNG 


offers you and your 
children 


looks for collaboration in Amman.; 
Tel: Hotel Jordan Intercontinental 641361 
Room 655 


Luxurious buffet lunch 
rich and nourishing 


BABYSITTER WANTED 


on Fridays and Sundays 


For reservation call Mr. Samir 
Khalflieti 


A couple and their daughter are looking for a bab- 
ysitter with a good command of ail housework in add- 
ition to English. 


Abdoun - Te*: «19564 


Cali: 622091, 630035 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
CONTRACTS 

9/86/GeneralContr act/Amman 
10/86/General Contract/ Greater Amman 
11/86/General Contract/North 



RENT 


INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 


Water Authority of Jordan invites contractors from the 
member countries of the World Bank, Taiwan and Swi- 
tzerland and the contractors of the Hashemite Kin- 
gdom of Jordan who have been prequaiified at the 
Ministry of Public Works of Jordan as general, first and 
second class water and sewerage and general and first 
buildings and roads together to submit bids for the 
installation of small pipes diameter in different areas of 
the contracts above. 


The International Baccalaureate School invites applications 
for the following posts for September 1986: 


independent 1st floor superdeluxe furnished flat in a 
villa (three bedrooms, living room, dining room, family 
room, three bathrooms, modern kitchen, central hea- 
ting, telephone, balconies, terraces, gardens and gar- 
age with remote control). 


Bids are due not later than 12:00 noon Jordan local 
time. Sat. March 8th, 1986. Tender documents are ava- 
ilable at rate of JD 100 non-ref undable. 


Foreign contractors are . asked to submit pre- 
quaimcaiion data cn their firms on or before Feb. 13th 


1986 and they will be notified whether to submit a bid 
or not on Feb. 16th 1986. 


1. MATHEMATICS TEACHER, competent to teach to GCE ‘O' 
and A' level. 

2. BIOLOGY TEACHER, competent to teach to GCE O' and 
‘A’ levell 

3. ENGLISH TEACHER, to teach language and literature thr- 
oughout Senior School. Must be a native speaker of Eng- 
lish and must have a minimum of three years' EFL exp- 
erience in a school. 

4. TEACHER OF GIRLS' PE for Senior School. Must be able to 
offer a specialist sport or sports, such as judo, fencing, 
gymnastics, in addition to normal class activities. 

5. TWO PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS for grades 1-2 and 
grades 4-6. Must be native speakers of English.fuily qua- 
lified, and with at least 3 years' experience. 

6. MUSIC TEACHER, competent to teach Music to GCE O' 
and A’ level. 

7. TEACHER OF CRAFT, DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY, com- 
petent to teach to GCE O' level. 


Location: After 8th Circle - Near Ata Ali 

For information please call 811785 


Economic Press Company 

Your Just friendly primer 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


Your Ideal printer offering a 
comprehensive range of printing 
services. 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


What ever your requirements, 
we will meet them. 


Take away service available 


Eng. M.S. Kllani 

President 

Water Authority 


Application forms are available from the school. The clo- 
sing date for applications is Wednesday 12 February, and 
interview will take place shortly after this date. 


CALL 

623278 OR 637804 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 


For on Economic Printing Serrica/ 


AQABA 
Tel: 0331-4415. 


endear Ditnitar Vasev, and Vutsov 
re mains r ealis tic about bis team's 
chances* 

“We are not a team of stare, we 
rely more ra team spirit," be said. 

“We are good i a defence, but 
lade bite in attack. But I still foink 
we can make the final 16?’ 

At 23, Mikhailov remains one 
of his key players. Capped 21 
times, he conceded only three 
goals in foe seven qualification 
games he played as die Bulgarians 
emerged winners at Group Four 
ahead of Yugoslavia, East Ger- 
many, Luxembourg and Eur- 
opean Champions France. 

O thex key players in the side are 
likely to be skipper Georgi Dim- 
itrov, and Sadkov and Andrei Zel- 
iaskov. 


Strasbourg, remains first choice 
centre-fotwaid despite being past 
his prime. 

Bulgaria have- never won a 
match in foe World Cup finals 
despite qualifying four t i mes . 
Their biggest success was m 1974 
when they managed two draws. 

Their preparation this tine 
promises fittie better. They lost 
2-0 to Spain in Madrid and were 

unspectacular in a series carries 

again st krai sides in tire Canary 
Islands, although they beat foe 
Mexican junior team 16-0 last 
Sunday. 

Bulgaria open the competition 


when they take on holders Italy in 
the first Group A match cm May 
31. 

Despite Vutsov’s guarded opt- 
imism, others believe foat foe 
Bulgarians will create foe first- 
shock of the tournament. 

“With Italy in their present 
form there is no reason why we 
should not beat the world cha- 
mpions " one sports commentator 
raid here recently. 


Dimitrov, 26, is a tough, agg- 
ressive defender voted Bulgaria’s 


top player in 1985. He now __ 
for Sredec Sofia, previously foe 
CSKA army team. 

Sadkov, 24, is a tough-tackling 
midfielder while 33 -year-old Zel- 
iaskov, who plays for French team 


THE Daily Crossword b,n»Rv» 


ACROSS 
1 Oat lost! 

6 HousohcM 
12 “-in — ot 


13 Satan's state 

14 H sno—d 

15 Flow n 
17 Ftamr 

19 Buff 

20 Somtdof 
disapproval 

23 Fr.dkaetor 
Cfair 

24 Fr.patotar 

27 Confront 

28 Altar promlM 

29 Vary taring 
one 

30 Working paopl* 

31 Fr. income 

32 MadRananaan 


aa 



■■■ aaa 


aauH 


40 Plato 

41 Estop 

44 Exports 

45 ProtanOc 


« tsw MM IMS Smtow, tac. 


8 Drink of tbs 
gods 


Yntsniay’s Pazzto Sotrad: 


46 Na tafia or 
Nat 

47 Vintage star 
" Erato 

48 Ralalivas 

49 Flow ring 

__ 

SI Fl o w e rs 
55 Focus 
59 Piddle 
official 

57 Nina 

58 Mora sapid 
nounvnxn 


officials 
10 Ertar 
T 1 R t wna nl 
18 HaatoUuB 
change 

18 Handsome youth 
31 Moso quickly 
22 Anctoot trWi 
aoMtoro 
25 Comic Kstt 
25 Horse command 
it Haw 


29 SggMholows 
30-lACO 


DOWN 

1 Animal hurt 

2 Deme nte d 

3 Sttamdwsaa 

4 White poplar 

5 Irani of 
yon 

8 Bo ss y so und? 
7 SBp up 


30-tbco 

31 May ports 

32 Madams 

33 Lugosi and 
Bartok 

84 Fractal 

35 Sunandarod 

36 Dlsgutsa 


□nraa ansa raaaa 
□□na Quoad □□nor 
□□qs aaana niaaa 
□ran anon njnjaaan 
ansa aanaaa 
ananaa naa aaa 
□□□a naaaaa ona 
□cran aanun asiaa 
aan aanaaa a a a a 
ana aaa aaaaaa 
□annua anaa 
nonaaru Diana naa 
□nan □anna anaa 
□OS3 FI □□□□□ CluJOil 

BHE3B araan gang 


40 Epi 

41 StoBd 


42 Trued 

43 Lariats 
45 Panorama 
48 Facslndto 

of aorta 
48 Snag 


6Q Mode 

52 (kiss. Opposite 

53 Beta* too 
long 

54 NatgMror 
-of Isr. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Consists of two bedrooms, salon, veranda with central 
heating, private telephone. 


Location: Shmeisani 
Call 667856 or 679449, Amman 


CAR FOR SALE 


Chrysler New Yorker, model 1983. Fully-equipped, in 
excellent condition, like new. White colour. Duty l.E.C. 
NOT paid. 


‘ Price $6,000 

Contact 673501 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
' in Jordan 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

ZU. 638968 


Teii 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 72:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 




Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 — . 

BACK TO THE 
FUTURE 

(Colour) 


Pftrfbmancm * 3:30. ftOO. 8.30:. 10.30 



Cinema 




Tel: 625155 


FIRST BLOOD 


Part One 

(CoJour)» 

fttfferfeancw: a-30, &0Q. 8.3d- 



★ One- Theatre* 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 834149 


Cinema 


RflGHfiDflN 


Cinema. 


PERFECT 


Tel: 622198. 

SHAKTHI 

(Indian) 




Afcdafl, bsfttodMJaoMcas' 

Tel: 675573 


SECRET PLACES 


(Colour) 

Portormmnau. 330, 630. 830, 10:15 


(Colour) 

nrmnees^zoo, aw, 5 . 3 ft aw 


(Colour) . 

Pnrfarrnmem - aw. 6.8ft BSD-. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LCNDON fR) — r Following are the baying anti selling rates fbrj 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London' foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


"One sterling . 
One US. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


13870/80 

1.4390/4400 

2.4055/65 

2.7160/70 

2.Q358/68 

49.18/23 

73700/50 

1636/1637 

191.95/192.05 

73520/70 

7.4675/4725 

83625/75 

33830/33830 


US. dollars 

Danadfan dollars 

West German marks 
Dutch guilders 

Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen ' " 
Swedish crowns . 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns. 

US. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices dosed mixed with an easier bias in 
qoict tr ad i n g as concern over erode ofl prices condoned. 

At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index was 12 down at 1,424.4, 
whfle the F.T. 30 was L4 down at 1462.5, having readied an mtra 
dayhfehef U673. 

Govenunent bands showed net gains of around % poatt. 

Ofls fluctuated bat dosed lower on balance with B JP. 6p down 

at 550. . ... _ - 

v 1GK ended 8p off at 826,Uhflever tost 10b to 1395 whfleGfako 
KkM^to890.Dist9kreciofledl5phUierat578onbopesofan 
i ne rea aedoffBntoniArgyU^deakCTS^cL The famer showed Heir 
movenleitt foOowfog Aigyffs ferae of a writ again* the company, 
and Gufaaess, 0 k rend suitor. Argyll at 448 and Guinness at 293 


' BL/lost 13jpi to 58 on profit-taking, dealers said. Banks were 
doll wtfi Barclays down 5p at 447 while in lower in s uran ces 
Guardian Royal added 5p to 763. Gakh were easier. 


YOUR DAILY 


I from the Carroll Rtghter Institute M 

.FOBECAST FOa THURSDAY, FEB- «* IMS 

' 'GENERAL TENDENCIES: An unusually good day 
and evening to get into whatever practical problems that 
you have *nd of which you want to get on a more secure 
structure and foundation. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact early those per- 
sons who can assist you where your credit and career 
are concerned and gain their backing. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20. fcoMay 20) Get right at those pro- 
jects that will bring you progress at this time, and be 
.more sure of yourself for best results.* 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Have talks with those 
in business so that you can make the future brighter by 
following their ideas. 

MOONCHILpREN (June 22 to JuL 21) If yon listen 
more cairfuJiy’to- w^afejmnssodateid saying, you qm 
bring 'gj^i^ef aucc^^^r you. both in the' days ahead: “ 
LEO (Jut 22 to Aug. 21) Use ev«y opportunity to in- 
crease your efficiency and be far more productive, 
thereby adding appreciably to your income. 

VIRGO (Aug.'22-to Sept. 22) Plan your amusements 
far into the future with congenials early in the day. First 
study the cost well and then set up appointments. 

: LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Be more concerned with 
home affairs so that all is improved at your abode. A 
good evening to invite important guests into your home. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) You like to organize 
your life so that all runs smoothly and wisely so m ake 
any improvements needed to this plan. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Find better ways 
of gaining mare assets and be more concerned with the 
details of any plans you make. 

* CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Doing whatever is 
needed to gain your desires Is wise now. Contact good 
friends who are sensible and can be of help. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) It is important you 
concentrate on important business matters and forget 
the social aide erf life for a while. Be kind. 

‘ . PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can easily gain in- 
timate desires today so appty a little effort and all is wefl. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ^he or she will 
be a born organizer and can easily solve any problem 
by using simple logic. Early teach your progeny to study 
into the underlying motives of ' others and add 
philosophy and psychology courses at school for best 
results. One who could make quite a name for the self. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 7, INI 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime finds you 
with much' energy and ambition to get everything fac- 
ing you done in fine fashion, so be up early and by noon 
you find you have accomplished much of importance. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Eariy get at whatever has 
long been an your mind and get it done, then get at long- 
time responsibilities.' 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Try to improve your 

mode of operating, and get better resdta Than use pa- 
tience with bne who is difficult to deal with. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Earty try to please your 
but later avoid hard work or running errands. 
MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Look to a 
seasoned person in business who can help you to solve 
difficult problems in the morning. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Gat right at your routines 
early and fine resides occur, but tonight avoid a possi- 
ble argument at hom e . 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Early get the appoint- 1 




communicating rather difficult in the evening. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Financial and properly 
matters should work well for you in the morning, but 
be sure not to commit yourself heavily tonight 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov, 21) You can handle all com- 
munications quickly and well today, so get busy early. 
Later you may not gain a personal wish. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Deo. 21) The momingis 


a secret worry could deter your progress. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can do| 




Steer dear of one who conldwaste your time. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Contact advisers who 
can-help to make the future brighter for you. Later steer 
dear of mm in power. 

PISCES (Frifc 20 to Mar. 20) Listen carefully to whafc; 
a tang-time adviser has to suggest In order to gain your 
fondest aims. ■ - 

' IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY «. he or she rein 
easily understand what is expeetedfram those in 
authority and wiH gladly carry throng with ardere. Give;’ 
the -finest education yob can afford since coupled with 
th§ natural ability, this can make a moat successful life.: 


: 'Japanese 
cherish 
triple dose 
of good news 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's economy | 
and its beleaguered exporters rec- 
eived a triple dose of good news. 
Wednesday as interest rates were 
cut oil prices dropped and Pre- 
sident Reagan vowed to fight pro- 
tectionism in the United States. 

Tokyo share prices responded 
by leaping to record levels in a 
burst of euphoric buying. 

“If 5 a buy , buy mood," said one 
broker, as the key market index 
soared 47 37 points to 13,185.66. 

Investors are gambling that the 
combination of low interest rates 
'and collapsing oil prices will pro- 
vide a powerful spur to an eco- 
nomy that has recently been sho- 
wing signs of weakness. 

Government economists rec- 
kon that every $5 drop in the price’ 
of a barrel of oil boosts Japan’s 
economy by ft -per cent per year 
and cuts its import bill by S6 to 57 

billion. 

The economy should also rec- 
eive a modest boost from Wed- 
nesday’s news of a cut in interest 
rates by the country’s largest 
bank, which will make it cheaper 
for Japanese companies to invest 
in plant and equipment. 

Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bonk said it 
will reduce its short-term lending 
rate to five per cent from 53 per 
cent 00 Feb. 24. Other Japanese 
banks are expected to match the 
cut soon. 

The Dai-Ichi announce meat 
came after Japan’s central bank 
last week trimmed a ft point from 
the interest rale it charges for 
loans made to commercial banks. 

Japan’s exporters will also ben- 
efit if Mr. Reagan succeeds in blo- 
cking the US. Congress from pas- 
singlaws to shield American man- 
ufacturers from imports, eco- 
nomists said. 

’ The exporters have been ree ling 
from the recent strength of the yen 
against the dollar, which has for- 
ced them to raise prices in the Uni- 
ted States and risk losing business 
there. 

But even here there are signs of 
relief. The dollar rose against the 
yen Wednesday, to 192.65 yen 
from 19135 yea, amid signs the 
Japanese government believes it 
has Mien, far enough. 

Angola stands 
to lose $600m 
in oil revenue 

LUANDA (R) — President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos said Tuesday 
Angola would lose $600 million 
this year because of depressed int- 
ernational oil prices. This rep- 
resents a third of Angola's rev- 
enue from oil and will curtail eco- 
nomic development, be said. “We 
need to use in the best possible I 
way the litde money we still earn,”' 1 1 


that rigorous measures to sub- 
stitute imports by local products 
were needed . Angola earns nearly 
$2 bflEoir annually from oil pro- 
duced by Cabinda Gulf Oil, a sub- 
skfiaiy of the US. company Che- 


‘ World enters the third oil crisis 


TOKYO (R) — Oil dealers said Wednesday the 
world had entered its third oil crisis and trading 
came to a halt in Tokyo as buyers, believing prices 
would continue to fall, withdrew from the market. 

Traders said after an overnight Unlike the first two world oil 
fall of 51 a barrel that buyers saw shocks in the 1970s. which were 
00 reason to move when further set off by rocketing prices, the lac- 
dec lines were expected. Sellers est crisis is due to a market awash 
are watching profits evaporate with oil at ever-lower prices, 
and have given up frying to tempt This week’s OPEC- meeting in 
buyers. Vienna ended with an agreement 

“We have entered the Child oil to raise rather than cut members' 
crisis,” a refiner said. “No one prediction. Traders said the move 
knows where the bottom will be.” would lead to more competition 
Crude oD prices fell through the and lower prices. 

520 barrier last month because the Saudi Arabia, OPECs largest, 

world’s major producers began producer, h as taken a back seat 
increasing production and cutting during the crisis. 03 analysts say a 
prices to make sure they could political initiative from someone 
keep their share of the market. as powerful as its 03 Minister 
A price war began when the Ahmad Zaki Yamani is needed to 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- check the oil flow and save prices, 
orting Countries (OPEC) vowed it "The economics behind the 

would not allow non-OPEC pro- drop are simple enough but it will 
duceis like Britam and Mexico to take a political move now from 
st eal its share. . .. ■ . either Sheikh Yamani or (British) 

“The price erf Dubai erode ofl is Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
$14 a band now and it’s been tc her to stop this spiral “ an int- 
dropping Si daily so where will emational refining official said, 
that leave us in two weeks time?” 

an international refining company Britain -denies secret 

trader asked. talks with OPEC, Norway 

“You ask buyers for a figure 

they are wflfing to pay and when A spokesman for the dep-" 
you offer that they come back for a artment of energy in London 
lower one," said a Japanese tra- Wednesday denied that Britain 
der. would be attending talks in Nor- 


way dlls weekend with OPEC and 
Norwegian oil ministers. 

Western diplomats in Oslo had 
said Britain's junior energy min- 
ister, Mr. Alick Buchanan-Smith, 
would fly to Norway Thursday for 
an annual meeting of top o3 com- 
pany officials, bankers and pol- 
iticians. “Buchanan-Smith will 
not attend the meeting.'’ the spo- 
•kesman said. He added that Bri- 
tain would not be sending a rep-| 
resen tative. * 

The diplomatic sources in Oslo- 
had said that British and Nor- 
wegian oQ ministers would meet 
one or more ministers fro m OPEC 
this weekend for secret talks at a 
remote hotel. 

They said the ministers were 
likely to discuss, falling ofl prices 
which have seriously hit the ear- 
nings of ofl exporters. 

The energy department said 
Mr. Buchanan-Smith, who att- 
ended the routine annual meeting 
for the past two years, was occ- 
.upied with drawing plans for 
the privatisation of state-owned 
British Gas and would be unable 
to go. 

Britain, a major exporter of t 
crude, has persistently rejected 
demands from OPEC that it cut its- 
North Sea production to support 
falling oil prices. 

London says only market forces 
can dictate its oil export policies. 

- The diplomats said Norwegian 


fOB and Energy Minister Kaare 
Kristiansen would attend the mee- 
ting at Sanderstoelen, but could 
not confirm reports that the ene- 
rgy minis ters of Veneniela and 
Mexico, Mr. Arturo Grisanti and 
Mr. Frandsoc Labastida, would 
attend. 

The diplomats, who asked not 
be identified . did not know which 
OPEC ministers would attend, but 
confirmed they would be present 
at the hotel. 

No details are revealed about 
the annual meeting and visitors 
are kept away from the hotel 
where it lakes place. Sheikh Yam- 
ani is among those who have att- 
ended in the past. 

China supports OPEC, 
halts ofl export increases 

Meanwhile. China sprang to the 
defence of the hard-pressed 
OPEC Wednesday, offering to 
freeze their 19S6 oil 'exports at 
I last . year’s levels to help stabilise 
world prices. 

The official New China News 
-Agency quoted Mr. Zheng Dun- 
xun, president of the China Nat- 
ional Chemicals Import and Exp- 
ort Corporation, as saying the 
move was designed to encourage a 
dialogue between OPEC and 
non-OPEC countries. 

China is not a member of 
OPEC, but in recent years oil has 


emerged as its largest export ear- 
ner. 

Mr. Zheng expressed concern 
about the recent drastic drop in oil 
■prices and said: “China app- 
reciates the efforts made by 
OPEC to stabilise the oil price 
[through negotiations with other 
joS producers.” 

China's exports of crude oil rose 
'to 21 35 milfioa tonnes in the first 
nine months of 1 9S5, up from 1 5 .4 
nulitoa tonnes in the same period 
of 1984. 

Western diplomats said China 
had a keen interest in belpiog to 
shore up the sagging price of oil,, 
especially following its record 
trade deficit last year of S7.6 bil- 
lion, shaiply up from a deficit of 
51.1 billion in 1984. 

"This recent fall in ofl prices is 
going to be a bitter blow to the 
Chinese and is sure to have a very 
'serious effect on their balance of 
payments situation,” (me dip- 
lomat said. 

But another diplomat said the 
announcement of a freeze in oil 
export levels probably suited them 
from a domestic point of view 
anyway. 

“They increased their oil exp- 
orts by a huge proportion in 1984 
and last year, and there was a que- 
stion about how. long they could 
keep it up. They need oD for dom- 
estic consumption as well," he 
said. 


Reagan^ proposes ’87 budget of $994 billion 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan Wednesday asked Con- 
gress to approve government spe- 
nding of 5994 billion in the 1987 
financial year, which begins on 
Oct. 1 , leaving a budget deficit of 
5143 .6 billion. 

Mr. Reagan's budget calls for 
538 A bflfion in spending cuts and 
budget savings that would pro- 
duce a deficit which meets the tar- 
get set in the Gramm-Rudman 
balanced-budget law enacted late 
last year. 

Mr. Reagan said the 1987 def- 
icit would total 5182 billion if pre- 
sent spending and tax policies 
were left unchanged. 

The Gramm- Rudman law, * 
which is being challenged in the 
courts, sets annual, declining def- 
icit targets, with the object of eli- 
m ma ting the deficit by 1991 . If the 
president and Congress cannot 
agree on a budget meeting the tar- 
gets, the law requires automatic 
spending cuts in most federal pro- 
grammes. 

The law has already resulted in 
511 .7 billion in automatic cuts in 
the current financial year. 

The Gramm-Rudman deficit 
target for the 1987 financial year 
is 5144 bflfion. 

Mr. Reagan, in his budget mes- 
sage to Congress flatiy ruled outa 
tax increase and said Ins budget 
would “lead to a balanced budget 
at the end of five years .... without 
resorting to desperate measures.” 

He proposed spending outlays 
for the defence department of 
5274 3 billion and spending aut- 
hority of 5311.6 bflfion.'The aut- 
horisation request is larger bec- 
ause it includes funds for long- 
term weapons contracts to be paid 
in fixture years. 

The requested 1987 budget 
authority for the Pentagon rep- 


resents an 8-d per cent increase 
over the figure for the current fin- 
ancial year, 5278.4 billion. 

Mr. Reagan said: “ Eliminating 
the deficit is possible without rai- 
sing taxes, without sacrificing our 
defence preparedness and without 
cutting into legitimate pro- 
grammes for the poor and eld- 
erly." 

Those claims are already being 
widely challenged in Congress, 
which must approve any budget 
plan before it becomes Law. Key 
legislators of both Reagan's Rep- 
ublican Party and the opposition 
Democrats have said higher taxes 
and lower military spending will 
almost certainly be required to 
meet the Gramm-Rudman deficit 
target for 1987. 

Mr. Reagan called the deficit "a 
major threat looming on the hor- 
izon” and said that if it was not 
brought under control, U.S. eco- 
nomic expansion could be jeo- 
pardised. —*?;*-* r 

He said the measures proposed 
in his budget set the stage for eco- 
nomic growth of four per cent in 
calendar years 1986 and 1987. 
That compares to growth of 23 
per cent in 1985, when the adm- 
mjstntkm also forecast four per 
cent growth. 8 

Most private economists are 
forecasting growth of about three 
per cent this year, although recent 
declines in oil prices are causing 
some analysts to raise their exp- 
ectations. 

Mr. Reagan's budget assumes 
that inflation, as measured by the 
consumer price index, will average 
3.7 per cent this calendar year and 
4.1 per cent in 1987. 

It predicts an unemployment 
rate of 6.7 per cent by the fourth 
quarter of this year, compared to 
63 per cent in December,. 1985. 


The rate is forecast to fall 10 63 
per cent by the end of 1987. 

The budget assumes that int- 
erest rates, as measured by 91 -day 
US. treasury bills, will average 
73 per cent in calendar 1986, sli- 
pping to 63 per cent the following 
year. 

The economic forecasts for 
.1987 assume that growth of the 
U3. money supply will decline 
gradually -following its acc- 
eleration in 1985, but should pro- 
vide enough liquidity to sustain a 
healthy economic expansion. 

The forecasts also asgimi- imp- 
lementation of the large spending 
cuts and budget savings proposed 
by Mr. Reagan In his budget. 

The administration said rapid 
money supply growth last year and 
the recent decline of the dollar 
against major foreign currencies 
were the chief reasons for the for- 
ecast that inflation will rise slightly 
next year. 

'• Tt said slower money supply 
growth this year and next should 
help curb and then reverse the rise 


in infl a tio n - 

The budget said that with spe- 
nding cuts and savings, interest on 
the public debt should fall in the 
1987 financial year, to a total of 
5206.86 billion. 

The administration said it was 
initiating several measures to eli- 
minate fraud, waste and abuse, 
reap savings by reforming the civil 
service retirement system, and 
end the build-up of die strategic 
petroleum reserve once it reaches 
5500 mflfion barrels in 1986. 

Italso called for the elimination 
or sharp reduction of several dir- 
ect loan or loan guarantee pro- 
grammes, and proposed the sale of 
several major government assets. 

Mr. Reagan urged the sale of five 
agencies which sell six per cent of 
all electrical power produced in 
the United States. The initiative is 
expected to yield S12.7 bflfion in 
savings through 1991. 

He also proposed selling die 
naval petroleum reserves to save 

51 bflfion in fiscal 1987 and nearly 

52 bflfion the following year. 


He announced plans to sell 
5500 mflfion of surplus gov- 
ernment property and terminate 
federal subsidies to the national 
passenger rail service Amtrak. 

Mr. Reagan said he wanted to 
restrict the availability of federal 
mortgage insurance to people with 
limited options for financing home 
purchases. 

He promised a review of whe- 
ther to sell the Federal Housing 
Administration's mortgage ins - 
. urance business to the private sec- 
tor. 

In other spending-cut pro- 
posals, the adminis tration said it 

wanted reductions or terminations 
of grants to states for programmes 
that are not a federal priority. 

These includes curbs on major 
highway programmes, ter- 
.mioation by 1990 of sewage tre- 
|a t me ni plant con- 
istruction programmes, ending' 
some regional development act- 
ivities, and reducing or eli- 
minating grants to states for cri- 
miial justice assistance. 


W. Germans stage protests, strikes 


BONN (R) — West German trade 
unionists staged pro test rallies and 
work stoppages Wednesday as 
parliament met in special session' 
to debate a controversial changes 
to labour laws which they say will 
restrict their rights. 

In the Stuttgart region, over 
50,000 workers stopped work in 
protest, many holding meetings on 
the factory floor, while others fol- 
lowed radio and television bro- 
adcasts of the parliamentary deb- 
ate. 

Thousands attended rallies thr- 
oughout the industrial Ruhr dis- 


trict, while in Munich some store 
and bank employees broke off 
work to discuss the new legislation 
with customers. 

Under a planned amendment to 
the labour laws, workers laid off 
because of a strike in their ind- 
ustry in which they are not directly 
involved will no kmger .be able to 
claim state unemployment ben- 
efits, if they stand to benefit sho- 
■uld their union colleagues win 
their demands. 

Employers and the three 
centre-right parties who hold a 
' majority of seats in the Bundestag 


(Lower House) are in favour of 
the newe measure, which received 
its first reading Wednesday and is 
expected to be come law in March. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's coa- 
lition believes the law at present 
unintentionally puts the state on 
the side of strikers in industrial 
disputes. 

Labour Minister Norbert 
Bluem, introducing die bill, told 
the Bundestag the new measure 
was necessary to preserve the neu- 
trality of the state. 

"Proxy strikes should not be 
subsidised out of public coffers." 
he said. 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


X CALLED M3U ALL IN 
TOTH-L YOU THAT I 
EXPECT TO RETIRE 
SHORTLY/, 




PROMOTIONS 
WILL BE IN 
ORDER AND 
I WANT TO 
BE FAIR AND 
HONEST 
WITH YOU/ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
» by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these low Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to toon 
four ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero: 


‘ (Answers tomorrow) 

.Saturday’s Jumbte * VOUCH FAUNA CONVEX APPEAR 

Answer. A^judioed juy Is down on anything he’s 










news 


Violence flares as Marcos 
campaign fizzles out in rain 


MANILA (R) — A bomb blast itynred two people in 
a radio station and scattered violence broke out in 
Manila Wednesday night as President Ferdinand 
Marcos’ final push for re-election on Friday fizzled 
out in the rain. 


A military spokesman said die 
bomb exploded in a commercial 
.radio in Pagadian, Mindanao, 
which had refused to accept cam- 
paign advertisements for Mr. 
Marcos or his rival, Corazon Aqu- 
ino. 

In Manila ’s Makati financial 
district, eyewitnesses said Mrs. 
Aquino supporters stoned cars 
and buses carrying Mr. Marcos 
supporters to his rally in the city 
centre. There were no reports of 
casualties. 

About 100,000 people turned 
op to hear Mr. Marcos at Manila’s 
(Luneta Park where Mrs. Aquino 
ended her campaign in triumph 
barely 24 hours earlier by att- 
racting what her aides called a 
crowd of one million. 

The 68-year-old president was 
still speaking as the crowd started 
to drift away in the rain. Some of 
his supporters flashed the opp- 
osition's finger-and -thumb L-sign 
“Laban” (fight) as they were dri- 
ven past Aquino followers in 
buses hired by the ruling New Soc- 
iety Movement (KBL). 

A bomb hidden in a dock des- 
troyed the transmitter of the radio 
station owned by an opposition 
fringe candidate for the pre- 
sidency. 

Brig.-Gen . Jose Magno said two 
staff were injured in the blast at 
the station in Pa gadian, capital of 
Mindanao Island's Zamboanga 
Del Sur Province, about 800 kil- 
ometres south of Manila. 

The station is owned by Ruben 
Canoy, a former opposition mem- 
ber ot parliament who is running 
against President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos in the election. Gen. Magno 
said a boy had delivered the clock 
to the radio station for repair by a 
te chnic ian and it bad teen left 
near the transmitter. 

In another incident in Min- 
danao. a stronghold for Com- 
munist and Muslim rebels who 
have teen fighting Mr. Marcos for 
most of his 20 years in power, tro- 
ops shot dead one of 21 men who 
tried to blow up an army ramp in 
Basil an. The military said one 


bomb exploded outside the camp 
and a second was found inside. 

Government television rep- 
orted that one bus driver was 
wounded by a bullet and another 
was hit in the leg by an airgun pel- 
let as shots were fired in Manila 
just before the Marcos rally. It 
blamed the shootings on people 
wearing yellow. Mis. Aquino’s 
colours. 

In Concepcion, in Mis. Aqu- 
ino’s home province of Tariac, a 
US. television camera crew said 
they were punched by soldiers and 
had their cameras smashed when 
they tried to film mllitaiy men kic- 
king a car carrying Mis. Aquino’s 
sister-in-law. 

In Manila, offices dosed early 
and government employees were 
put into buses to attend the Lun- 
eta rally. Some people in the 
crowd said they were paid 100 
pesos (S5) to see the 68-year-old 
president’s last appearance before 
cam p ai gning officially ends at 
midnight. 

The official Philippine News 
Agency said mote than one mil- 
lion people attended the rally. 


The cardinal said he had rec- 
eived other reports of pre-election 
irregularities, almost all by “the 
people in power” 

He said the opposition might try 
to “ mak e this mistake but it is 
impossible for them because they 
have no powers, no money, no fac- 
ilities... all this money and all these 
facilities are in die hands of the 
people in power.” 


Observers to expose cheating 


Sin predicts election fraud 


Cardinal Jaime Sin, senior 
late of the staunchly Roman Cat- 
holic Philippines and a persistent 
Marcos critic, said he had evi- 
dence of plans to rig the election. 

He said foe battle between Mr. 
Marcos and Mrs. Aquino was the 
most crucial in die country's his- 
tory but there would be due con- 
sequences if it were marred by 
fraud and violence. 

He said a friend from the pro- 
vinces had told him of a town lea- 
der" boasting 'if I wake up feeling 
good on election day I wifi give 
Cory (Aquino) five votes in every* 
precinct. If I don't feel good, die 
will get zero’." 

“Another told me how armed 
men (mocked on his door in the 
middle of the night only to tell him 
not to commit the mistake of sup- 
porting the opposition — or else ” 
Sin said. 


Meanwhile, poll observers from 
19 countries said Wednesday they 
had the means to detect wid- 
espread fraud in Friday’s Phi- 
lippine elections and dodged to 
expose cheating without hes- 
itation. 

As the last hours for cam- 
"pajgnmg in the bitterly fought ele- 
ction ticked away, the 44-strong 
observer delegation warned sup- 
porters of Mr. Marcos and Mrs. 
Aquino they would brook no non- 
sense in scrutiny of polling in key 
areas. 

“Malpractice can be detected, 
especially that Much is attempted 
or perpetrated on a wholesale 
basis,” itsaid in a press conference 
statement “We hope that this will 
not occur but we will not hesitate 
to expose it if it does.” 

The delegation, sponsored by 
the US. Republican and Dem- 
ocratic parties, is one of two inv- 
ited by Marcos to monitor bal- 
loting. The other, a 20-strong off- 
icial US. group led by Richard 
Lugar, chairman of foe Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee was 
d»ie in Manila Wednesday nigh t. 

Sen. Lugar has already said he 
doubts whether the dections can 
be free and fair. Other US. off- 
icials have voiced fears that the' 
68-year-old president, battling for 
a new six-year term after 20 years 
in power, will win by fraud. 

The international team includes 
27 Americans. It is led jointly by 
former Colombian President Mis- 
sel Pastrana and J ohn Hume, a 
member of the Britifo and Eur- 
opean Parliaments and leader of 
Northern Ireland's Social Dem- 
ocratic and Labour Party. 

It will send nine trams across 
the country to watch polling in 
areas listed as potential tro- 
nblespots by the militaiy and the 
government. 


S. Africa 
said to have 
detained 
ii, 000 
in 1985 


JOHANNESBURG (R) —South 
African police detained 11,000 
people last year and 13 died in 
police custody as foe authorities 
tackled foe country’s worst ever 
unrest, a civil rights group said 
Wednesday. 

The Detainees' Parents Support 
Committee said 7361 of those 
detained were held under eme- 
rgency powers imposed Last July 
after a wave of protests. 

It said another 3,637 were held 
under foe internal security act, inc- 
luding 406 under a section all- 
owing indefinite detention and 
interrogation in solitary con- 
finement. 


Another 25,000 people were 
arrested on charges relating to pol- 
itical unrest, it added. The group 
listed 1 3 people who it said died in 
custody. 

Almost 1 ,100 people have been 
killed in violence mat began two 
years ago and is blamed on black 
grievances over the white- 
dominated government’s policy of 
racial segregation. 

The main targets of the police 
dampdown were community and 
political workers, scholars, stu- 
dents and teachers who accounted 
for more than half the detentions, 
and especially leaders of the anti-; 
apartheid United Democratic 
Front, the committee said. 

It added .that an extraordinary 
range of gatherings and activities 
was banned in South Africa last 
year under emergency powers or 
public safety laws. 

These included a candlelit carol 
service in a Cape Town sports sta- 
dium, a fund mn in Johannesburg, 
pop concerts and student mee- 
tings. 

Pretoria re-imposed a ban on 


outdoor political gatherings and 
many inobor meetings were pro- 


hibited by local magistrates. 

One hundred and seventy-two 
people were “banned,” a unique 
punishment under which they 
cannot be quoted in news media. 
The best-known banned person is 
black nationalist l eader Winnie 
Mandela. 


French right scraps joint 
rally after unity collapse 




PARIS (R) — French right-wing 
opposition leaders have scrapped 
plans for g joint rally after mav- 
erick politician Raymond Bane 
rejected pleas from his allies to 
attend. 

Former President Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing said be had dro- 
pped his idea of the rally because’ 
Mr. Bane had refused to take 
part, citing fundamental dif- 
ferences. 

“Top bad if sapity. 1 call off this 
meeting," Mr. discard tFEstaing 
.said in a statement. “I will con- 
tinue tirelessly to work for unity, 
for without uniqr France will be 
ungovernable and it is the French 
people who will pay for foe dam- 
age." 

The rally was to have been the 
first attended by Mr. Barre. 
Neo-Gauliist leader Jacques Chi- 
rac, Giscard d’Estaing and other 
opposition figures since last June 
and its cancellation frustrates effi 
orts to hide rising tension in opp- 
osition ranks. 

In a letter to Mr. Giscard d’Est- 
aing, Mr. Barre said: “Most lea- 
ders of the opposition parlies are 
ready to govern with Mr. Mit- 


coh— L 


part, however. I believe such 
abitation will be a trap.” 

Opinion polls show the two 
main right-wing partes, Mr. Chi- 
rac's RPR and Mr. Giscard cfEst- 
aing’s UDF, are expected to win 
parharaentary elections on March 
16 but political analysts say in- 
fighting is catting their expected 
margin of victory. 


Mr. Barre, a former prime min- 
ister and France's most popular 
politician, has teen at odds with 
colleagues on whether a future 
right-wing government can role 
with Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand, whose mandate runs 
until 1988. 

Mr. Barre says Mr. Mitterrand 
must step down if foe right wins 
and on Monday reaffirmed that he 
would oppose a vote of confidence 
in any government formed wit- 
hout a new president 


terrand in the event of a victory i 


the legislative elections. For m 


3 


Mr. Chirac, who supports the 
idea of “cohabitation" between a 
right-wing parliamentary majority 
and a Socialist president had said 
he would attend the joint rally 
proposed by Mr. Giscard cFEst- 
aing and considered by political 
analysts as an important pre- 
election gesture. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CBJIRLES GOHEM 

JLHD OMAHSHAHIF 
©nos Mum Mao* Sanfeaa. toe. 


ONE BID TOO MANY 


WEST 
©643 

<7 A Q 16952 
0 J88 

♦ Q 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AJ 
0863 
OAKS 

* AJ1064 
EAST 
♦ 82 
0KJ74 
OQ1097654 
*VeM 

SOUTH 
©KQI0975 
0 Veld 
0 Void 
©K987532 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 ♦ 19 20 4 ♦ 

4© SO 7* 70 

7 * Pus Pus DUe 

Pm* Pm Pam 

Opening lead: ? 


■ There is such a thing as bidding! 
too much. Even experts are prone! 
to be too talkative. As an examplej 
this hand is from the final rounds oi 
the Dutch team championship. 

No one knows bow to bid freak 
hands— if someone tells you other- 
wise. be skeptical. Many experts 
would pass with the South cards 
and try to get in a two-suited bid 
later in the auction should the op- 
ponents open the (ridding. Be that 
as it may, no one can blame North 
fa r liking his hand once Ms partner 


opened Ms long suit. He cue-bid the 
enemy suit after West's overcafi, 
and East took advantage at Ms torn 
to make a leaddirecting jump to 
four dubs. 

South competed to the fbur4evel 
in an effort to complete the descrip- 
tion of Ms band and North took a. 
shot at a grand slam in dubs. All 
would have been weQ had East 
chosen to take a sacrifice hid of 
seven hearts, for when the op- 
ponents now bid seven spades. 
West should have had no difficulty' 
in finding the dub lead to defeat the. 
grand slam. Unfortunately for 
West, East tried to ofier bis partner 
a choice of sacrifices by bidding 
seven diamonds. When the op-: 
ponents went on to seven spades,! 

East doubled. 

Think of West’s predicament. Hoi 
was pre t t y sure that his side could! 
cash a fast trick, either with an acej 
or via a raff. But in which suit did! 
his partner have the trick? Had; 
East not Md seven diamonds, there) 
would have been no problem. But! 
now West agonised over whidi 
minor suit to lead. 

When you make life difficult for 
partner, odds are that he will go 
.wrong; West decided that his part 
ner was showing the ice of dia 
.mauds, led a diamond and that wai 
that. Declarer won the king fa 
/lummy, drew trumps in thret 
-rounds and claimed his grand *1*™ 


Soviets reportedly deploy 
cruise missiles near Japan 


TOKYO (R) — The Soviet Union 
'fias deployed ground launched 


cruise missiles capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads on a disputed 


southern Kurile Island, a Japanese 
newspaper said Wednesday. 

Quoting international security 
sources the paper Sankei Shimbun 
said the deployment of SSC-1 cru- 
ise missiles, designed for attacks 
on warships and ground facilities, 
began last October on Etorofu Isl- 
and, one of the four islands the 
Soviet Union seized after World 


WarH. 

The missiles, with a cruising 
range of about 450 kilometres, are 
capable of hitting die US. airbase 
at Misawa in Japan, foe story said. 


The deployment could be part 
of a Soviet strategy to control foe 
Sea Of Okhotsk nnd shut out US. 
warships in an emergency, it said. 

The Japanese Defence Agency 
said it was unable to confirm foe 
deployment of foe missiles on 
Etorofu. 


Castro blames U.S. for 
most of world’s problems 


main pro- 
lird World 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro has called for a more 
diversified and efficient economy 
and blamed the United States for 
most of foe world's main 
blems, including the Third 
debt crisis. 

In a keynote speech Tuesday at 
the start of a four-day congress c£ 
the ruling Communist Party, Mr. 
Castro fisted Cuba’s advances in 
the production of everthing from 
sugar and steel to ice cream and 
yoghurt since the last party con- 
gress in December 1980. 

“But we stfll have much to learo 
as far as efficiency is concerned,” 
he added. 

, Party officials described h is 
six-hour address to the 1,790 del- 
egates as "very critical” and pre- 
dicted that economic themes 
would dominate the gathering. 

Several foreign representatives 
are due to address the congress, 
which is held once every five 
years, before it goes on to discuss 
guidelines for government action 
up to 1990, the officials said. 

Among those due to speak are 
Soviet politburo member Yegor 
Ligacbov, Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega ana Guinea-Bissau 
President Joao Bernardo Vieira. 

Mr. Castro gave examples of 
low yields and poor planning in 
agriculture, transport and other 
sectors of foe economy. 

He called for an acceleration of 
the current drive to diversity* 
Cuba’s economy away from its 
continuing dependence on sugar 
through the development of other 
foreign exchange earners sudi as 
nkkel, citrus, seafood and tou- 
rism. 

The head of state and first sec- 
retary of Cuba’s Communist Party 
wamedfoe country’s 10 million 
population that their austere lif- 
estyle would not change, o vernight 
since the government would con- 
tinue to give economic investment 
a higher priority than consumer 


1 tiding the small but growing pro- 
blems of crime and juvenile del- 
inquency, before ending with a 
review at international aff airs . 

He launched a bitter attack on 
the United States, which he bla- 
med for most of the world’s maip 
problems, such as the arms race, 
the global economic crisis and foe 
Third World debt crisis. 

Mr. Castro welcomed what be 
called “ foe tentative signs of a ret- 
urn to detente” between Was- 
hington and Moscow, following 
their resumption of strategic arms 
limitation talks last November. 

He said that any change cf att- 
itude by the Reagan adm- 
inistration on global issues would 
notnecessarfly be accompanied by 
a shift on regional conflicts such as 
Central America and southern 
Africa. 


Mr. Castro repeated Cuba’s 
established position on most 
world issues bat offered a medal 
dive branch to the newly-elected 
government in Guatemala, which 
faces continuing insurgency by lef- 
tist guerrillas. 

He welcomed the coming to 
powerof President Vinicio Cerezo 
and remarked that Christian 
Democrat governments in Latm 
America were not necessarily as 
negative in outlook as their Eur- 
opean counterparts. 


Mr. 

other aspects of Cuban 


went on to report 
file, h 


on 

mc- 


Mr. Castro also praised In dian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi for 
mastering a difficult situation fol- 
lowing foe death of his mother and 
predecessor Indira Gandhi in 
October 1984. 

He reiterated his call for non- 
payment of Latm America's $368 
million foreign debt, which he said 
was beco ming “more unpayable 
by the day." 

Despite he fierce attack on the 
United Slates, Mr. Castro exp- 
ressed the desire for a political set- 
tlement with Washington and the 
establishment of diplomatic rel- 
ations on foe basis erf “ equality ^ 
reciprocity and tile fullest mutual- 
respect. 
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Pope prays at site 
where apostle died 


MADRAS, India (RJ — Tens of 
thousands of people rimed a small 
hiD. in this tropica) city Wednesday 
to watch Pope John Paul pray at 
foe site where legend says a spear 
killed St Thomas the apostle, the 
founder of Christianity in India. 

Shortly after aniring from Cal- 
cutta to the most rapturous wel- 
come yet of his 10-day Indian tour 
foe Pope visited St. Thomas’ 
Mount near Madras Airport 

The small 16th Century Nossa 
Senhora Da Expectacao Church 
built by the Portuguese marks the 
spot where St Thomas was said to 
have been martyred m 78 AD. ’ 

Thomas is the follower of ^ Qnist 
from whom foe term doubting 
Thomas derives because be ini- 
tially refused to believe that Christ 
had been resurrected when he 
appeared to his apostles three 
days after his cnidfodon. 

Inside foe small yellow dxurefa 
the Pope, his face reddened by the 
scorching sun, prayed before a 
relic of this sain t and before a stone 
cross which is said to lave sweated 
blood in foe 16th and 17th cen- 
turies. 


A band of small children i 
Indian music for the Pontic 


drew up m a bulletproof “pop-' 
TctopcttheJulLme 


emobfie” at the top 
major pilgrimage site for Tndian 
Catholics - 

The Pope drew sustained che- 
ering and applause when he spoke 
briefly to the densely packed 
crowd, which hugged all odes of 
tiie bin. 

He greeted them in die Tamil 
language of this sooth eastern 
state of Tamil Nadu where sir per 
cent of the 50 million people are 
Catholic, about three times the 
Indian average. 

Crowds stood up to 10 deep in 
places along ’the 10 kHoraetre 
route of foe Pope’s motorcade 
into thecity. The rousing welcome 
was in maited contrast to the sub- 
dued reception at the start of his 

tour on Saturday in New Delhi 

Up to one milli on people were 
expected to throng me beach at 
Madras later in tiie day to hear the 
Pope say mass. 

The crowds, which waited in 
boiling sunshine for three hours, 
were in festive mood. 


Haitians urged to stage 
eight-day protest strike 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) —Hai- 
tians are being urged to stage an 
eight-day general strike next week 
as a blow against the beleaguered 
government of Presideot-For-Life 
Jean -Claude Duvalier. 

Political tracts began appearing 
Tuesday calling fo r the strike to 
begin next Ash Wednesday — the 
first day of lent and a major feast 
in this heavily Catholic country — 
and to continue throu gh Feb. 20. 

Most shops and businesses rem- 
ained dosed Tuesday, despite 
government calls for a res um p ti on 
of normality, though banks and 
government offices were open and 
brightly painted buses crammed 
the dusty streets as usuaL , 

Schools, dosed since Jan. 7 by 
anti-Duvaher protests, remained 
shot. 

“Business has been nil for the 
[»st two weeks. Everybody is wai- 
ting” a boutique owner in the. 
Petion-Volle .residential nei- 
ghbourhood sa id. 

Oppo s iti on leaders have been, 
predicting the imminent fall of 
DuvaJier, who took over as 
prerident-for-fife from his father 


Foreign observers expect to get 
some measure cf die depth of foe 
discontent with Duvalier during 
carnival, the three-day cel- 
ebration before Ash Wednesday. 

“Haiti is a powdexkeg at foe 
moment. The spark could be the 
carnival,” one Western diplomat 
said. 


This capital of one mflKri n rem- 
ained under a tigh tly enforced 
state of siege imposed tty the 
34-year-old leader last Friday. 
Movement of foreign journalists 
has been restricted. 

Though no death toll has been 
released, doctors and other sou- 
rces have said at least 70 people 
have been killed in the last week. 

. On Tuesday US. officials in 
Washington said two small piams 
evacuated 15 Americans from foe 
northern city of Cap Haitien, a 
mam centre of antr-govemment 
agitation , to the ca pital 


m 1971. The family has ruled 

iron nam 


Haiti with an 
yen. 


id for 28 


They said Duvalier’ s gov- 
ernment had agreed to the eva- 
cuation from Cap Haitien, where 
foe airport is officially dosed, 
after Washington requested spe- 
cial permission for charter flights 
to bring ont Amerkans wishing to 
leave the country. 



1 quintuplet dies ott day of birth 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Quintuplets weighing k» foan fore e. 
pounds (136 kilogrammes) each were {tom to » 
mother, but one erf foe five - a boy - 

Officials at the Thomas Jefferson Umversity Hbspitelraidfthe fete 
surviving boys and two girls were in senous but stable oowfitioa. 
The mother, Laurie Moldoon, was mgood condition, said nosgtal 
Spokeswoman Rosamund Ginsborg, who declined to say whether 
the mother had been taking fertility drag?. 


Michelangelo’s techniques uncovered 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Painstaking restoration of Mfc- 
helangelo’s frescos in foe Vatican’s Sistine Uiapclhas uncovered 
new details of his artistic techniques and revealed that he cor r 
rected at least five mistakes, experts have said. The rcnusaw 
master made the mistakes in creation scenes on foecbapcj£s huge 
rectangular roof panels, the experts told a nevre conference here. 
Fabbrioo MandnelU, director of foe dcanine 
•financed by a Japanese television network, said Myheja ngdq had 
used two different techniques for correcting mistakes he made on 
the figures of Joel, Zachariah, Noah and two male nudes. Con- 
'tiaiy to tradition that foe chapel was all his ot m work. Mk- 
hrfangp.ionlmn sf certainly brought painters from Florence to help 
prepare the plaster and stucco. 


Briton continues round-the world run 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) —A Briton carrying a toy panda left San 
Francis co on foe penultimate leg of a 26,500 kilometre round- 
the-world run to raise money for the World Wildlife Fund. Henry 
• Western, a security consultant, began his 28-country marathon in 
London on April 1, 1984. He says he averages about 5(1 kil- 
ometres a day and stops at overnight lodging provided by various 
.commercial sponsors. As be set out to cross foe San Francsco Bay 
Bridge Tuesday morning, he carried'a toy panda to publicise Ins 
fund-raising effort. Weston said he hoped to reach the east coast 
in 100 days, then fly to Ireland for the last leg of his dip. “The 
worst part has been foe boredom,” be said. 


China executes criminals 


PEKING (R) — Chmesft provincial newspapers are reporting a 
wave of executions around the country as part erf what Western 
diplomats said was a periodic crackdown on crime. The official 
daily from the central city of Zhengzhou said nine criminals were 
executed there between Jan. 29 and 31 for crimes including 
murder, rape and robbery. Other papers reported eight people 
executed in the southern city of Canton and two in the north east 
city erf Harbin on Jan. 31 after they were found guilty of similar 
crimes. In China executions are usually carried out by a shot in the 
back of foe neck. According to some unofficial estimates, more 
than 10,000 people were executed around China during an anti- 
crime campaign m 1983. 


66-year-old ballerina to reappear 


LONDON (R) — Dame Margot Fonteyn, the British priuia bal- 
(erma, will leave retirement at the age of 66 to appear again in a 
ballet, a spokeswoman for the Sadler's Wells Royal Ballet Com- 
pany said in London. She said Fonteyn, who now lives in Panama, 
would play foe Queen Mother in Sleeping Beauty. “We are abs- 
olutely d eligh ted,’’ foe said, but added that it was a mime role* 
rathre than a dancing role. Fonteyn will return to the stage for two 
nights in Miami on Feb. 18 and 19 during Sadias Wells’ tour of 
North mid South America. 
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